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Introduction 
 
This report is issue no. 40 of the Economic and Social Rights series. The report undertakes studying 
the causes and aspects of (official and social) violence against women in Egypt. 
 
The report presents the problems that Egyptian women face, especially violence, such as: accidents, 
kidnapping and the different violations of their rights. It also presents the causes that lead women to 
suicide, because of financial problems, fear of exposing their affair or sexual relationship, family 
arguments, mistreatment, inheritance or because of any other social reasons. It also undertakes the 
causes of domestic violence, which represents the majority of violence types practiced against 
women in Egypt.  
 
The report monitors the conditions and causes of violence against women during the first 6 months 
of 2005, as the report has monitored 54 cases of kidnapping and sexual assaults, 29 cases of murder, 
140 cases of domestic violence, 18 cases of neglecting health care, 28 cases of suicide and 27 cases 
varied between other different accidents, in addition to that, there were 4 cases of official violence 
practiced against women rights. These cases were gathered from both the urban areas and the 
countryside in Egypt from different socials classes. 
 
These 300 cases that were monitored during the first 6 months of 2005, were handled by the 
Egyptian newspapers, as 51 cases were handled by El Wafd newspaper, 62 cases by El Masry El 
Youm, 45 cases by Nahdet Masr, 56 cases by El Ahrar, 17 cases by El Ahram, 5 cases by El 
Khamees, 10 cases by El Haqiqa, 6 cases by El Naba’, 5 cases by El Gomhoreya, 5 cases by Saut El 
Omma, 3 cases by El Mogaz, 3 cases by El Seyasy El Masry, 4 cases by El Tagam’a2 cases by El 
Gamaheer, 5 cases by El Maydan, 16 cases by Halat El youm, one case by El Masaa’a, one case by 
El Ghad, one case by El Akhbar, one case by Aafaq Arabeya and one case by El Ahaly newspaper. 
 
The report also undertakes when these cases were handled, as in January 33 cases were handled, 39 
in February, 63 in March, 64 in April, 51 in May and 50 in June. 
 
In the First Section, the report undertakes the causes of kidnapping women and sexual assaults 
practiced against them, like a young man seducing a college student telling her that he could find a 
job for her, claiming that he has a lot of job opportunities, but instead he rapes her, ignoring her 
pleading and that she has a weak heart. 
 
In the Second Section: the report undertakes the causes of  murder accidents against women, like a 
peddler woman killing a housewife and robbing her. 
 
In the Third Section, the report undertakes the causes of domestic violence against women. This 
section was divided into 2 parts. The first part is about assaulting women because of marital 
arguments and problems, like a husband killing his wife and three children because of their 
increasing demands. The second part is about violence against women among the family members, 
like an unemployed young man trying to rape his cousin, but when she fought back, he strangled her 
to death. 
 
In the Fourth Section, the report undertakes neglecting health care for women, like a young female 
lawyer loosing her left eye when a doctor was operating on her nose, he left her in a bad condition 
and didn’t complete the operation. 
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In the Fifth Section, the report undertakes the causes of women suicide in Egypt, like a young girl 
setting herself on fire in a shop because of her despair of correcting her illegitimate relationship with 
the shop owner. 
 
In the Sixth Section, the report undertakes other accidents that happen to women, like an 
electrocution shock that led to death, falling off a building or dying in road accidents … etc. 
 
In the Seventh Section, the report undertakes the causes of official violence against women, like a 
policeman breaking into the women’s cell and trying to rape a detained woman who was still being 
investigated. 
 
In the Eighth Section, the report undertakes some notes and recommendations to stop violence 
against women.  
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Preamble 
 
Official violence is the kind inflicted on women by state institutions.  This is manifested in laws that 
encourage discrimination against women and deprive them of positions of authority because of their 
gender while portraying them in an improper manner in the mass media.  The rights of women might 
also be violated in the workplace, prisons, police stations, social service institutions, and educational 
establishments. 
 
Women in rural Egypt face discrimination in the ownership of important, agrarian lands that produce 
necessary food for the family, like wheat and corn; a basic source for income, from cultivating 
cotton, sugarcane, rice, and horticultural crops; manufactured products to sell like vegetables, fruits, 
chickens, and dairy products; and cattle and chicken despite different rates of women’s participation 
in the agrarian activities specific to the area. 
 
Women’s contributions to this sector are very important, since they harvest, plant, fertilize, irrigate, 
gather, sort, store and market agrarian, dairy and chicken products.  Women participate more than 
men in the activities that require dense employment, unlike employment that requires tools.  Women 
participate in 40% of the total animal production, 45% in cotton production, 40% of the total 
employment required to produce crops in the Delta, 75% of the employment required to gather grass 
clover, 83% of the planting of rice, 58% of the storing of wheat, 72% of corn fertilization, 45.8% of 
the preparation of soybeans, 50.3% of the treatment of peanut seeds, 45.6% of the transport of 
lentils, 24.3% of all weed removal from beans, 7.6% of the land preparation for planting tomatoes, 
and 4.8% of the work required to fight blights, especially in the potato plantations1.  Despite all of 
these vital contributions, the opportunities for women to own lands is very limited, and the burden of 
poverty falls first on those who do not own agrarian lands2.  According to a study by El Leithy in 
1996, the number of families supported by a woman makes up about 16% of rural families, and these 
families face twice the amount of poverty than men.  
 
Women are excluded from positions of authority in both rural and urban decision-making bodies.  
Some forms of this discrimination are presented as follows: 
 
A. The Role of Legislation in the Increase of Violence Against Women 
 
Legislation plays a principle role in the practice of violence against women, and some legislation can 
be considered actual confessions of the state’s participation in these practices.  Such forms of 
legislation vary, but there are several laws that discriminate on bases of gender.  In Egypt one can 
find such forms of discrimination in the texts of the Nationality and Penal laws, which lead to more 
violence against women. 
 
1. The Nationality Law.  286 thousand Egyptian women are married to foreigners, and the their 
children’ population numbers more than one million3.  Egyptian law denies Egyptian nationality to 
these children.  The law enumerates that in order to obtain nationality, the father of the child has to 
be of Egyptian or unknown descent, or the child has to have been born to unknown parents.  The law 
denies Egyptian nationality to children of Egyptian women married to foreigners, which is a direct 
form of discrimination since the children of an Egyptian man married to a foreign wife are granted 
the nationality of their father even if they were not living in Egypt.  However, the children of 

                                                 
1 LCHR publications – “the conditions of female farmers in rural Egypt” report. 
2 Werman 1994.  
3 The Center of the Issues of the Egyptian Women, Mohammed El Ghamry, ibid, 
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Egyptian women married to foreigners are denied Egyptian nationality, even when they are living in 
Egypt.  This is a flagrant violation of the Egyptian Constitution and all the international agreements 
and conventions to which Egypt is a signatory. 
 
A foreign woman married to an Egyptian man can be granted Egyptian nationality if she expresses a 
desire to obtain it.  An Egyptian woman, however, is not allowed to pass on her nationality to her 
husband or her children unless the father is stateless or has an unknown nationality. 
 
Egypt rejected Article 9 of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women.  This 
Article specifically addresses equality in nationality.  Egypt signed the convention in 1979 and 
ratified it with few objections in 1981.  The Egyptian government’s rejection of an Egyptian 
women’s right to pass her nationality on to her children, therefore, is a dire form of discrimination.  
Moreover, it distinguishes among Egyptian women according to their husbands and is not applicable 
to men, regardless of the nationality of the wife. 
 
This discrimination entails several problems since the children of Egyptian women married to 
foreigners are treated as foreigners and denied the privileges of Egyptian citizenship. Therefore: 

- Since their children are treated as foreigners, they need to regularly renew their 
residency.  First, these fees of residence renewal pose a great burden on the family.  
Second, in cases of political tensions between Egypt and the home country of the 
father, the children’s residence might not be renewed, thus forcing them to be 
separated from their mothers.  The children can even be forced to leave Egypt, 
especially if they travel outside Egypt for more than 6 months without getting 
permission to return. 

- High tuition fees regularly force children to end their enrollment in school due to the 
high expenses.  They can complete their education, but may not receive their 
certificates if they do not pay the needed fees in hard currency. 

 
Most women married to foreigners are young and are pressured by their families to get married to 
wealthier Arabs in order to receive money.  The husband sometimes leaves the young wife with her 
children to suffer in poverty and the harsh realities of life.  In order to provide for her children she 
works but her wages are too low to pay for the high tuition fees, thus depriving her children of 
education.  Some women go to court and are forced to lie to judges, saying that her children’s 
descent is unknown so they can acquire Egyptian nationality and, subsequently, free education. 
 
2. The Penal Code.  Article 227 of the Penal Code is a flagrant form of discrimination against 
women.  If a man discovers his wife committing adultery and kills her immediately along with the 
adulterer, he is sentenced to imprisonment and does not receive the established penalty for meditated 
murder (i.e. life-time or temporary labor).  This is usually because the legislator considers the 
psychological state that overcame the husband when he saw his wife practicing adultery1. 
 
A wife who witnesses her husband committing adultery and immediately kills him, however, is not 
granted the same mitigation of penalty and undergoes the established punishment. It goes without 
saying that the principles of equality and justice, the severity of the crime, and the similarity of the 
psychological conditions necessitate that the legislator equally mitigate the penalty of both the 
husband and the wife. 
 

                                                 
1 LCHR, Child Abuse in Egypt, Cairo, 2003 
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Articles 274 and 277 of the Egyptian Penal Code include a blatant discrimination against women. 
These two Articles prescribe the punishment of the crime of adultery for both a husband and wife. 
When sentencing women for committing adultery, the site of the crime is not taken into 
consideration; it can take place both inside or outside the husband’s house.  In the case of the 
husband, however, it is conditional that adultery takes place inside the marital house. Accordingly, if 
the husband commits adultery outside house, it is not considered a crime. 
 
Differing punishments for similar crimes poses another form of discrimination.  The penalty of an 
adulterating wife is a two-year-imprisonment, while an adulterating husband is sentenced to a 6-
month-imprisonment. This is a flagrant discrimination between men and women despite the 
similarity of the offense.  This is attributed to the prevailing social values, bias in favor of men, 
persecution, discrimination and violence against women that has been supported by the state through 
various laws. 
 
B. Violence Against Women in the Media 
 
Many studies conducted on the image of women in written and audio-visual mass media found out 
that the following forms of discrimination are undertaken in mass media: 

- The highlighting of the traditional roles of women (wife – mother – house wife) and 
an almost complete denial of their roles as workers, producers, and participants in 
development, political life and decision-making. 

- Continual emphasis on the linkage between women’s labor and family disintegration. 
Within the context of media, the workingwoman is made out to have delinquent 
children. Education and work are presented as places where women will be aberrant, 
as opposed to places of production and learning. 

- In the context of the mass media, whether newspapers, radio, television or in film, 
women are portrayed as being dependant on men; serving them, fully dependent on 
them, and in total submission to their orders. 

- In drama, the image of men is that of a champion who is violent, physically strong, 
and intelligent, whereas women are portrayed as being vulnerable, stupid, naive, and 
reckless. 

- In addition to the image of submissive wives, women are presented as sex objects for 
pleasure.  They are also portrayed as consumers of house goods and clothes. 

- The media has an amoral bias towards men, in comparison with the total denunciation 
of women. Men are not prone to punishment. 

 
The image of women in the mass media is part of general state policy that manipulates the mass 
media.  This is a proof that the state possesses a reactionary attitude towards women and does not 
recognize their social roles in political participation and decision-making. 
 
This image as portrayed by the media, however, implies falsification of the actual reality, as women 
are partners in most activities.  In many cases they are the breadwinners of their families.  The state 
and institutions persist in presenting women as objects of desire – an indication of the discrimination 
against the Egyptian women5. 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 The image of Women in the Media, New Women Studied Center, Cairo, 2003 
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C. Violence Against Women in Egyptian Police Stations and Prisons: 
 
Violation of the rights of women while in police custody is a direct threat to the rights of female 
prisoners.  Female prisoners are less protected and typically do not file complaints to the authorities 
in order to maintain their reputation or because they fear abuse from their families. 
 
In some flagrant instances, security forces personnel assault women defendants or the wives, sisters, 
or daughters of the defendants in order to obtain confessions. In some cases such assault reaches the 
level of sexual abuse.  Some tactics that are used include shocking with electricity in sensitive parts 
of the body or exposing parts of their bodies.  In some instances, women are given forced abortions. 
 
One of the field studies6 revealed the blatant violations of rights to which female prisoners and 
detainees are subjected, particularly the right to the integrity of the body. Such practices include: 

- Psychological and moral subjugation of women during search and arrest. 
Investigators forcefully break into houses without paying heed to the feelings of the 
inhabitants. 

- Arresting and torturing of women, including hanging them by their hands and feet for 
long periods of time.  In addition, they get shocked in sensitive parts of the body and 
get physically battered by hand and other devices. 

- Sexual abuse of the detained women. In most cases, raped women refrain from 
disclosing the abuse in order to maintain their reputation. Such assault is usually 
undertaken with the aim of obtaining confessions about their male relatives or their 
hideouts.  One woman said that she was sexually abused by an officer who 
subsequently ordered the sergeants to repeat the same act after him. 

- Detaining women in places designated for the detention of men. 
- Over burdening women as a result of their husbands’ or relatives’ detainment because 

they need to provide for their families.  Moreover, detainees are usually placed in 
prisons far away, so women are unable to cross the long distances required to visit 
their husbands or relatives.  The time of visit is also too short. 

- Compelling veiled women to take off their veils to be allowed to visit their male 
relatives.  Usually, women wearing the Niqab are not allowed to visit their relatives 
while wearing the Niqab. 

 
In several cases, security forces took women and daughters as hostages to pressure their male 
relatives to give themselves up to authorities.  A woman said that after being tortured and hanged in 
order to sign a declaration that her husband practices violence she was threatened with rape, so she 
signed it accordingly.  This declaration was then used to put her husband on trial and charge him 
under by court martial. 
 
Moreover, women are severely pressured to divorce their imprisoned husbands.  This is intended to 
humiliate them and destroy their morale.  Some women are pressured to work as informers for the 
police and to provide information for political investigations. 
 
Personal safety is considered a basic human right and it should be guaranteed to women. Many 
women, particularly the wives and daughters of detainees, undergo several violations of this right 
including search and seizure and unwarranted arrest.  Some detained women said that state security 
officers threatened to rape them or their daughters, or actually raped them, or threatened them with 

                                                 
6 The Situation of Women inside Egyptian Prisons, The Human Rights Center for the Assistance of the Prisoners, Cairo, 
2001 
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putting them in the custody of men.  Imprisoned Egyptian women suffer through solitary 
confinement and various forms of violence, in addition to deteriorating living and health conditions2, 
in violation of Egyptian law. 
 
There are no definite numbers of female prisoners in Egyptian prisons. A study conducted on female 
prisoners at the Al Kanater prison in Shubra El Kheima, Cairo indicates that the conditions to which 
prisoners are subjected are very harsh. There is discrimination between political and criminal 
prisoners. They also suffer from malnutrition resulting in several diseases. Moreover, covers and 
blankets are insufficient. Many women prisoners affirmed that they brought their own covers from 
their houses. There is severe over crowdedness in the cells; one cell once held more than 200 
prisoners.  The prisoners suffer from lack of water and means of personal cleanliness, resulting in the 
spread of diseases among the prisoners and their children. This is a grave threat to their right to life 
and to personal safety. 
 
The right of women to personal freedom and the principle of punishment are violated when women 
are taken as hostages.  Punishment is not to be afflicted on a person unless it is proven that he or she 
in fact committed the crime whether as the main perpetrator or a partner. However, many women are 
subjected to the undermining of their freedoms and to recurrent detention without being proven 
guilty of any crimes. 
 
Overall, the violence directed against women cannot be separated from the current violence that 
prevails in society as a whole. Violence against women- whether sexual, psychological or physical- 
is a result of women’s low status in society. 
 
The concept of violence against women is different when it comes to the third world. The societies 
of the third world are still suffering from various forms of exploitation and economic and political 
domination of the former and modern capitalist and imperialist system. Accordingly, the economic, 
social, political and cultural conditions were affected by this system, as well as the economic, social 
and political rights of the different sects of these societies. It also resulted in the creation of damaged 
production frameworks and social relationships that directly affected women and children, who are 
the most vulnerable players in society. 
 
In Egypt in particular, the conditions of deterioration and dependency witnessed throughout 
Egyptian society have affected the majority of social groups.  These groups are living in a state of 
poverty, social and cultural deterioration, and deprivation. In addition, the state of political 
repression provides a suitable atmosphere for the spread of violence inside the family structure or in 
outside relations that control the social and political powers in Egypt.  Moreover, the severe social 
conditions to which poor families are subjected, whether in the urban or the rural areas, are other 
forms of social violence. Such forms of violence are produced inside the family and the victims are 
mostly women and children – the most vulnerable factions prone to suppression and violence8. 
 
D. Official Violence in the Countryside 
 
The Egyptian constitution does not distinguish between men and women. It states that women enjoy 
the same political, economic, social, and cultural rights as men. Therefore, there are no laws that 
prevent women from buying, selling or renting lands, cattle, machinery or any other sources of 
income through agrarian production. Despite all of this, they face discrimination in many other 

                                                 
2 The Conference on Violence against Women: dimensions and impacts, Dr. Hoda Badran, Cairo, 2003 
8 LCHR, The Egyptian Women: Deteriorating Situation and Unknown Fate, 2001 
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domains such as inheritance and the right to receive new lands.  We will briefly present the effects of 
applying the laws of inheritance and unfair distribution of new lands. 
 
1. The Inheritance Laws  
 
According to the Egyptian constitution, which confirms that women have the same rights as men, 
women have the right to manage their personal property, including agrarian lands. Although the 
Egyptian personal status laws call for the necessity of separating property between husbands and 
wives, women are not given the same rights as men in inheritance, and typically inherit half what 
men do.  Women, therefore, own less land than men.  The following table shows the amount of land 
possessed by men and women in 1982 and 1990 in Egypt. The average amount of land possessed by 
women is less than the average land possessed by men, with the exception of Upper and Middle 
Egypt areas in 1990.  The table below shows that the average land possession by men is almost equal 
in the different areas. 
 
Although women obtain their inheritance by way of the personal status law, social traditions and 
customs limit women’s rights to own lands.  Women are typically forced or pressured to give up 
their rights to inheritance to the father, brothers or any other family members to protect them from 
her husband or his family in the time of crisis or to support them in the time of need. 
 
This is considered a very sensitive issue, since it is hard to change these laws without changing the 
social array and improving the political, economic, social and cultural conditions of the society 
enough to guarantee a decent and humane life to everyone.  Women’s associations in Egypt have 
discussed this subject for several decades. 
 
2. The unfair criteria used when distributing new lands 
 
There are several projects related to the state’s distribution of lands between graduated youths and 
destitute farmers.  We will present an example of these projects to demonstrate the forms of 
discrimination practiced against women in this field. 
 
In 1987 the Mubarak national project started distributing new lands to 37,000 graduates. As the 
executive body of the project in El Nobareya formed a committee to decide the necessary criteria of 
the selected beneficiaries and to make the newspapers advertisements about the project, several 
thousand people applied to the project.  These people were classified according to a system 
dependent on the following conditions: 

- The applicant must not exceed the age of 30 years. 
- He must be unemployed. 
- He must be exempt from the military service. 
- He must not have any previous convictions of crimes. 
 

The applicants get extra points when they have an agrarian background, live in the countryside or 
have some form of relation to a family that works in agriculture. There is an additional criterion for 
women: the female applicant must not be married. 
 
The legislator who included this clause believed that unmarried women are more in need of work 
than married women, who usually leave work to manage affairs at home and raise the children. 
Therefore, unmarried women deserve to apply to this project more. 
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The project’s criteria limit women’s opportunities to obtain land and discriminates against women. 
Furthermore, the condition related to marriage is only required of women.  This discrimination is 
clearer when looking at the researchers’ field notes, which demonstrate that more than 80% of the 
project’s beneficiaries are men. 
 
This section makes light of all forms of violence against Egyptian women; defines the social groups 
of women groups who face violence the most; lists the reasons for this violence, its perpetrators, and 
the different forms of violence- either physical, sexual or mental violence; and discusses violence in 
the household, including beating, sexual abuse, discrimination in the treatment of boys and girls, 
circumcision, and other realms. 
 
It is worth pointing out that when reading some of the studies issued about social violence, there is 
no homogeneity among women inside the Egyptian society, either according to social class or in the 
area that they live.  Middle class women work more in distinct employment including posts as 
doctors, engineers, lawyers, and teachers.  On the other hand, poor and marginal women work in 
unofficial jobs or engage in work characterized by harsh conditions.  It is more difficult for women 
working in the agrarian sector in Egypt. 
 
Social violence against women is divided into the following categories: 

- Household violence 
- Public violence 
- Violence in the workplace 
 

Before reviewing these types of violence, it is necessary to mention some important points. 
1) The rareness and recentness of research and studies concerned with violence against 

the Egyptian women. Although there are some studies interested in the details of 
forms of violence against women such as beating and female genital mutilation 
(FGM), there is still a need for more studies to obtain actual data about the lives of 
women in Egypt.  

2) The interplay of the forms of violence against women, including foundational, social, 
and household violence.  Therefore, the different forms of violence practiced against 
women cannot be separated. Sometimes we find some forms of violence like that of 
the household are practiced against women while the State ignores or does not punish 
the perpetrators. 

3) Egyptian women are different according to the social class or category to which they 
belong. In urban areas there are aristocratic women, middle-classed women who work 
as engineers, teachers, lawyers or doctors, and marginalized women who work in the 
informal labor market as maids and vendors.  Status of women in rural areas, 
however, is based on their possession of land, level of education, and their husband’s 
status. Such differences lead to a diversity of forms of violence. 

 
All Egyptian women may face forms of physical violence, like FGM, and social violence, like 
depriving Egyptian mothers’ children of Egyptian nationality.  Therefore, the higher the economic 
and social class of women, the less violence is practiced against them.  It the end, however, some 
forms of violence still prevail among all the different economic and social classes of women. 
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A. Household violence 
 
Family violence is the most horrible form of violence committed against women in Egyptian society. 
According to a study10 of over 513 people with different education levels, gender, ages, and social 
classes that aimed to reveal the violence forms committed against women and identify the violence 
reasons and women categories, significant amounts of women were subjected to rape (87.8%), 
maltreatment (85%), and cases where husbands betrayed their wives (83%). Regarding behavioral 
problems, significant amounts of women were prevented from working (39.5%) and leaving the 
house (38.8%).  There are some aspects, however, that are not considered violence according to 
people in the study, including when the husband betrays his wife for another woman (47%) and 
unreasonable leave from the house (54%).  The study reveals that violence is widespread in both the 
urban and rural areas, economic conditions are not effective indicators, and violence is less 
widespread among more highly educated people.  The findings demonstrate that family violence, 
especially that which is committed by the husband (71.9%), the father (42.6%) and the brother 
(37%), is the most widespread. 
 
Household violence includes many forms, including: 
 
1. Sexual assault:  Sexual assault is another form of family, and includes rape.  Research reveals 
that the rate of rape that is not accompanied by other forms of physical harm among married couples 
reaches 10-12%, usually as a result of a husband’s punishment of his wife or sadism. Moreover, 
innocent children may face sexual harassment from fathers, elder brothers or male relatives. There 
are other forms of family violence among sisters, brothers, and cousins because of heritage 
distribution. Murder within families is a result of the phenomenon of revenge or defending honor. 
Today we read about crimes of murder and violence in daily newspapers, although these crimes are 
only a small part of the real crimes that occur inside the family because family violence is 
downplayed and disregarded by most Egyptian families. Moreover, formal statistics about family 
violence are unreliable because they depend on police reports filed by the family, where most 
information about such events is withheld by the family in order to maintain its reputation.  
 
Family violence results from poor social upbringing, living conditions and economic pressures11 and 
is responsible for many injuries and deaths.  
 
2. Violence due to inheritance and revenge: Murders within families are derived from the 
phenomenon of revenge and honor in Upper Egypt. There are rarely days when there is no news of 
violence, murder and revenge inside the family in newspapers and different media.  Violence has 
become mutual between husbands and wives, fathers and sons, and brothers and sisters. 
 
The stories reported on by the media only cover a small part of the real violence, since household 
violence is silently practiced inside the privacy of the Egyptian family. 
 
Official data and statistics about household violence are unreliable, as they depend on the reports 
received by the police or official bodies that report crimes committed inside the family. Most of the 
time, the filed reports are withdrawn in protection of the family’s reputation. We also find that 
hospitals, clinics and schools do not record cases of abuse, neglect or beating of children or wives. 
 

                                                 
10 Nahed Ramzey – Adel Sultan – violence against women  “”views of elites and public audience – draft of institutional 
and technical support for the implementation of Beijing protocol” – Cairo – 1999 
11 Mohamed el Saaty – violence mechanisms – Cairo - 1997 
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Household violence causes major injuries and at times leads to death.  Mistreatment of children and 
violence against women in Egypt has become increasingly widespread. 
 
3. Magnitude of family violence against women: Although there are no any surveys about family 
violence, there are a few field studies that concentrate on family violence. 
 
A study conducted by the National Council of Habitants (1997) examined over seven thousands 
wives in the urban and rural areas and revealed that: 

- About 35% of Egyptian wives have been hit by their husbands at least once during 
the course of their marriage time, including during times of pregnancy. 

- 69% are beaten as a result of their refusal to have sex. 
- 69% are hit for ‘inadequate responses’ to orders from their husbands. 

 
Rural wives are beaten more than urban women.  The research conducted by the New Women 
Center that was presented in Beijing Conference in 1996 revealed that violence committed by 
husbands against wives results from disagreement in opinion (88%), prevention of travel (69%), 
prevention of leave from the house (82%) and refusing to engage in sexual intercourse (93%).  
 
Through observation of articles in Egyptian newspapers from 1/6/2002 to 31/5/2003, another study12 
revealed that family violence differs from province to province (Cairo: 26% - Giza: 25.5% - 
Qaliobeya: 8.05%).  Family violence is more widespread in urban than rural and other areas.  
 
The study asserts that 67% of family violence is directed against women while 33% is committed 
against men, which confirms that women represent the majority of victims in household violence. 
 
Such violence is committed by husbands (52%), fathers (10%), elder brothers (10%), mothers (4%), 
sons, relatives, or mothers’ husbands (3.5%), fathers’ wives and second wives (2.5%) and grandsons, 
sisters’ husbands or daughters’ husbands (5.1%).  
 
Regarding forms of violence committed by the husband against his wife, they can vary from 
insulting, cursing, preventing leave from the house, traveling abroad, and visiting her family or 
work, threats, procrastinating in the process of divorce procedures, rape, and other forms of 
maltreatment. Regarding sexual harassment against women inside the family, it is rarely prosecuted, 
the papers barely pay heed to such events.  There is no official statistics or studies about such forms 
of crimes because of its privacy and secrecy. 
 
4. Circumcision:  FGM (female genital mutilation) is the most dangerous form of violence 
committed against women in the Egyptian society. This operation takes place when a girl is young, 
usually between 6-12 years of age. Part of her genitals is mutilated, which has a negative impact on 
the physical and psychological health of the girl because of sharp bleeding, inflammations, dermal 
fibrosis, cervical erosion, fibroid tissue profligacy, and sexual dissatisfaction that results from the 
operation.  The operation has been a part of Egyptian custom since before the rise of Christianity and 
Islam. A demography health survey conducted in 1995 revealed that 97% of Egyptian women 
between 15-49 are subjected to FGM. Moreover, 82% of this population of women practice and 
intend to do conduct the same operation for their daughters and 90% of married women have 
practiced this process on their daughters20.  
 

                                                 
12 The Center of the Egyptian Women cases – household violence in the Egyptian press – Cairo 2003 
20 The demographic press survey –the Egyptian Ministry of Health- 1995 
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Many human rights and women rights organizations support the elimination of these operations. In 
1996, the Minister of Health issued a decision that prevented FGM operations in public and private 
hospitals and clinics. There were many lawsuits for and against these dangerous operations; 
therefore, the Supreme Administrative Court issued a decision in December 1997 to accept the 
previous decision that prevented these FGM operations unless medical necessity is required.    
 
FGM in Egypt is considered as a source of physical and psychological disorders and a crime under 
the Egyptian penal law.  The punishment for such crimes is determined by its results; if the victim 
dies, the perpetrator will be charged with wounding someone to death. If the victim does not die, the 
perpetrator will be accused of causing lasting handicap. Even so, such dangerous activities still exist 
in Egyptian society, especially in the countryside. In El Monofeyya province, a representative of the 
Ministry of Health committed this crime in a private clinic against a 14 year old girl that led to her 
death. Culture and tradition, therefore, control our lives even in cases involving doctors. 
 
5. Honor crimes: Although people are equal before the law, Egyptian law is lenient towards men 
who kill women in the name of ‘honor’.  Social and cultural norms give the felon justification, as 
well as inflict sharp psychological pressure, to commit honor crimes against women. Article No. 17 
of the Egyptian penal law changes the punishment of murder as follows:      

- From death penalty to penal servitude for life. 
- From penal servitude for life to permanent penal servitude or imprisonment. 
- Permanent penal servitude to imprisonment for more than six months. 
- Imprisonment to detention for more than three months. 
 

Consequently, we see that women’s lives at times are lost for illusive justifications since a man who 
abandons his honor to marry his daughter to a wealthy Arab is able to kill his daughter if she is in an 
illegal relationship in order to defend his honor.  The implementation of these laws goes against 
women’s rights. A study conducted between the years 1998 - 200121 on articles about honor crimes 
reported on in Egyptian newspapers revealed that the reasons for such crimes varies from suspicion 
(79%), discovery of betrayal (9%) and other reasons (6%). The forms of violence practiced vary 
between murder (90%) and attempted murder (10%).  The most prevalent reasons for murder were 
suspicion (41%), murdering the daughter due to suspicion (34%), murdering the sister due to 
suspicion (18%), and murdering a relative due to suspicion (7%).  
 
The Public Security report issued in 1997 asserts that honor crimes made up 5.4% of all crime in 
Egypt.  Moreover, about 10% of all murders committed in 1996 were honor crimes.  Despite the 
unreliability of the sources, these studies reveal that honor crimes are still widespread, most 
drastically in Upper Egypt. 
 
6. Beating wives: According to the Demographic Health Survey conducted in 1995 with a sample 
pool of over 14779 women:  

- 42-46% of the wives who were either illiterate or received primary education were 
beaten.    

- 14% of the educated wives were beaten. 
- One in three Egyptian wives have been beaten at least once during their marriage.  
- 45% of all married women were hit once by their husbands during the last year. 
- 17% of the wives were hit three times throughout the last year. 39% of them were in 

need of medical care because of beating. 1/3 of them were hit during pregnancy. 
 

                                                 
21 Yousif Weheb – compulsory practices and discrimination in the social upbringing  
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According to a study22 of 513 people with backgrounds that varied in education levels, gender, age, 
and social status, revealed forms of violence committed against women and opinions about such 
violence. The study reveals that about 92% of the people in the sample pool agree that husbands 
have the right to punish their wives; the percentage is 98% in the countryside. What was most 
astonishing was that 86% of the wives agreed that husbands indeed possessed this right. The forms 
of punishment varied from beating, burning, throwing from high floors, and hanging. 
 
7. The family and the social upbringing: Discrimination against female children during their 
bringing is considered a form of violence. A study23 revealed the kinds of discrimination and 
oppression committed against female children in Egypt.  The rate of girls’ participation in different 
housework is more than that of boys, which has a negative impact on her studies and other activities. 
Many girls, after receiving the preparatory certificate, are obliged to leave school to join vocational 
schools instead moving on to secondary education that could enable her to be accepted to a 
university. Girls who reach high school are sometimes forced to participate in specific activities. The 
family discriminates between boys and girls concerning non-governmental costs like books, 
allowance money and private tutoring lessons. The Egyptian family punishes girls more than it 
punishes boys, and this punishment is usually violent.  Moreover, in preparatoryaratory and 
secondary schools, administrations discriminate between female and male students regarding 
participation in physical activities and school trips.  Such forms of discrimination against girls are 
more flagrant in rural areas because quality education and food are given only to boys. 
 
8. Early marriage: Early marriage is another form of violence that is committed against women. 
Young girls are responsible for marital tasks despite the fact that they are not physically nor 
psychologically ready to bear such burdens. Many studies have revealed that this phenomenon is 
more widespread in poor, rural areas in Upper Egypt, where poverty, illiteracy, and tradition 
negatively affect women’s living conditions. One study has revealed that early marriage is an 
indicator of divorce in the future. 
 
The Ministry of Social Affairs conducted a study on the early marriage phenomenon.  The Public 
Administration of Women’s Affairs claims that 14.4% of the research sample of the study from the 
villages of el Howamdia and el Badrashien force their daughters to marry early. Specifically, 58.3% 
marry their daughters to foreign husbands and 9.6% marry their daughters to elderly people. The 
research links marriage to foreigners to low economic conditions.  About 52.9% of the girls who 
were married at an early age to foreigners believe that they were forced to marry in order to assist 
their families economically. Regarding the negative impacts of early marriage, 84.4% of the sample 
mentions that there is an absence of women’s rights, many fatherless children and loneliness among 
wives24. 
 
Reasons for family violence: A study25 asserts that violence committed against Egyptian women is 
a result of social, economic and cultural forces. The economic factor is the most effective indicator 
of violence (45.6%) because of four reasons: desires to obtain material wealth by force, disputes 
over expenses, inabilities to pay for life expenses, and unemployment.  The social factor (35.1%) is 

                                                 
22 Nahed Ramzey – Adel Sultan – violence against women “”views of elites and public audience – draft of institutional 
and technical support for the implementation of Beijing protocol” – Cairo - 1999 
23 Yousif Waheb – oppressive and discriminative activities through bringing Egyptian girls up in the family and school – 
draft of institutional and technical support of the implementation of Beijing protocol – Cairo - 2000 
24 The Ministry of Public Social and Administrational affairs for women, an analysis study for the phenomenon of early 
marriage 
25 Laila Abdel Wahab – family violence, a theoretical and field study on violence against women, the Arab Lawyers 
Union - Cairo 
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comprised of eight reasons: second marriage, marriage without acceptance from the family, 
disobeying the husband or father, leaving home without permission, a desire to be divorced, revenge 
against wives, refusal to marry specific people, refusal divorced women go back to their husbands, 
and prostitution.  The cultural factor (19%) can come as a result of four reasons: suspicion, doubt, a 
belief in mythology, and insulting parents.  The study emphasizes that most of the felons and victims 
of family violence are illiterate, and that women in rural areas face more violence than women in 
urban areas. Cairo is the province where violence is the most widespread. 
 
Another study26 reveals that the most prevalent kinds of violence against women in the Egyptian 
family are: honor crimes (29%), discipline (13%), disputes over expenses (9%), leaving home 
without the husband’s permission (7.5%), jealousy that results in the stealing of the wife’s money 
(4%), maltreatment (3%), refusal to preparatoryare food or marry according to the family’s desire 
(2%), the desire to complete education (1%), or an inability to get pregnant (1%).  
 
Family violence against women is more widespread in the poor and random areas.  This means that 
the unequal distribution of wealth, services, and access to facilities, in addition to the deprivation of 
social, economic and cultural rights, lead to a diffusion of violence in all forms against women and 
children.  Monitoring the phenomenon of violence against women is difficult because of the secrecy 
involved in such crimes that women are not empowered to report.  Many studies assert that there is a 
clear link between violence in Egyptian society and the daily oppression that Egyptian women face 
as a result economic, social, and political factors.  These factors are exemplified by the increasing 
gap in income and living standards, women’s submission to family duties and responsibilities, and 
the imposition of exceptional laws and practices. All these factors make violence more widespread 
in daily Egyptian life27. 
 
An analytic study of articles concerning violence against women in the Egyptian press28 disclosed 
that from the beginning of 1998 to the mid of 1999, the kinds of violence committed against women 
(27.5%) varied between murder, rape, beating, wounding, stealing, and other forms. It also mentions 
that violence is committed because of financial reasons, family and marital disputes, honor crimes, 
and drug use 
.  
At the Ninth Conference on the Elimination of Crimes held in Egypt, the Minister of Social Affairs, 
Dr. Amal Osman, declared that violence and terrorism are results of social, economic, cultural and 
political factors, in addition to unemployment. 
 
Several studies have confirmed that economic reform policies have led to more instability in the 
labor market, causing more unemployment that has led to more crime and violence. 
 
B. Violence Committed Against Women in Public 
 
This section concerns violence that women face within the community, usually in the form of rape, 
threats, or harassment.  
 
Both married and unmarried women suffer from several forms of violence.  The field study issued 
by the National Council for Social and Criminal Studies in 1996 mentions that the forms of violence 
committed against girls include harassment and rape in public bathrooms. Violence committed 
against women inside the family is a main source of violence, as well as the harassment that women 

                                                 
26 LCHR reports about women conditions in rural Egypt, Cairo, 1998 
27 . Ahmed Ziad and others – violence in the Egyptian daily life – Social and Criminal Research Center – Cairo. 
28 The Social and Criminal Research Center, an un published paper, Cairo, 1997 
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in random areas29, who are responsible for their families, face. In 1995, the Social and Criminal 
Research Center registered 8430 murders against women, 52 of which were honor crimes through 
involving rape30.  
 
The report of the National Council issued in 1995 indicated the continuous increase in the rate of 
rape from 1986 to 1995: 
 
The amount of crimes according to the types of occupations of the felons included: craftsmen (53 
crimes), farmers (32), unemployed (31), drivers (22), governmental employees (14), students (11), 
traders (6), security inspectors (5) and policemen and employees of the public sector (2).  This 
means that all men, regardless of their socioeconomic conditions, commit such crimes, despite the 
fact that more crimes are committed by men who live in poorer socioeconomic conditions. The 
statistics mention that 40-60% of the raped women are under fifteen years of age31.  Sexual and 
verbal harassment committed against Egyptian women are widespread.  Women are harassed in the 
street, workplace, school, club and public transportation.  Sexual harassment is common in public 
transportation, but is silently accepted by the community. If a woman complains, she will be accused 
of exciting men.  
Although there are some cars designated for women in public transportation mechanisms, they are 
not sufficient for the amount of women that use public transportation daily, forcing them to face face 
continuous harassment in mixed gender cars. 
 
C. Violence against Women in the Workplace 
 
Egyptian labor laws support gender-based equality in labor relations, including in the areas of wages, 
promotions, vacations, insurance and other fields.  In many private businesses, however, 
discrimination towards women is widespread. Moreover, the community imposes specific roles-
typically traditional, unskilled labor- for women, alleging that there is no need for women to work 
since the man is the responsible for living expenses despite the fact that women earn, on average,  
25% of the family income32.  
 
About 42%33 of women work in the agrarian sector while 40% work in health and education.  
Women contribute about 82% of the work to the traditional economic sector while men contribute 
14% to the services sector and most of the work to the non-traditional sector.  
 
Statistics collected by the Ministry of Administrative Development in 2000 revealed an inequality of 
gender distribution in different sectors: 

- Economic sector in the Ministry of Electricity and Power: male (88.5) – female 
(11.5%) 

- Ministry of Transportation: male (95.2%) – female (4.8%) 
- Ministry of Housing and Construction: male (88.4%) – female (11.6%) 
- Ministries of Defense, Security and Justice: male (94.9%) – female (5.1%) 
- Ministries of Education, Research and Youth: male (62.9) – female (37.1%) 
- Ministry of Internal Trade: male (59.6) – female (40.4%) 
- Ministry of Insurance and Social Affairs: male (56%) – female (44%)   
- Total labor force in economic sector: male (73.7%) – female (26.3%) 

                                                 
29 Ibid. 
30 The Social and Criminal Research Center, Cairo, 1995 
31 The national security report, 1995 
32 The reports of the female Egyptian farmers –issued by the Land Center for Human Rights- Cairo, 2002 
33 The reports of women conditions in rural Egypt, LCHR, Cairo, 2002 
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Regarding the majority of women laborers in the private sector, many work under harsh conditions 
without contracts or insurance where they are subjected to “beating, sexual harassment or rape”. For 
example, maids, female farmers, and laborers in small factories and shops face physical, 
psychological and sexual violence.  The felons of such crimes are not punished because the victims 
are not aware of their rights and do not have work contracts. The amount of their work is dependent 
on the amount of labor their employers’ desires from them, which make them deal with such 
violence as fait accompli.  This discrimination against women is permitted by the societal customs 
that still reign independently from the law. 
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First: Kidnapping and Rape Accidents 
 
A band of six friends have kidnapped a maid and raped her in Agammy – Alexandria. They have 
forced the maid to step down of a microbus and kidnapped her. They were arrested and presented to 
court where they were sentenced to different sentences of imprisonment. 
 
Investigations showed that the maid went out to by something from the market and take a microbus 
(public transportation), there was a passenger next to the driver and one at the back, on the way three 
more passengers came along and all of them threatened the victim with knives. They take her by 
force the apartment of one of them and they raped her alternatively. 
 
Her husband threw a lady in the city of Banha in the street after a fight alone with her baby child, she 
take a microbus to go to her parents house. The driver and a friend of his take her by force to a 
deserted place and tried to rape her and when they failed to they threatened to kill her baby who 
started crying loud. Three farmers were passing at the same time and heard the baby. They rescued 
them and take them to the police station where they filed a lawsuit against the accused that were 
sentenced to life prison. 
 
Three policemen were sentenced to five years of prison and a driver to three years by the court of 
Geiza for being accused of kidnapping two stewards and raping them under threat. The accused have 
had the two women believe that they have to go to the police station for some investigations about 
their identity and on the way they rapped them in a deserted area. 
 
A plumber presented his mistress to four of his friends and then had her after. The accused had 
proposed to marry the victim and was refused by her family for being on drugs, he waited for her 
outside her work and when she went out asked to talk to her, and while walking with him four men 
have suddenly appeared and threatened her. They rapped her then left her by the side of the road. 
Three were arrested and the police want two others. 
 
The court of Tanta has issued a verdict of execution to two-criminal and life imprisonment to four 
others for kidnapping a female vendor who was accompanied by her boyfriend. They have forced 
him to through himself in a water canal where he drowned. They have rapped her for hours after and 
left her flooded in her blood and ran away. 
 
The court of Geiza has sentenced a criminal to a life sentence for killing her mistress while having 
sex with her in an apartment in Ayatt where they used to meet. She had told him that his wife was 
cheating on him with one of his friends. He strangled her and was arrested after and sent to 
prosecution. 
 
The police of Port Said have arrested a driver working in a soft drink factory for rapping a lady 
under drugs in her apartment after having her husband and family believe that he will treat her 
husband from impotence using magic. The investigations have proved that the victim has employed 
him to undo the spill cast upon her husband (which they believed to be the cause of his impotence). 
The accused went to the victim’s apartment armed with some magical instruments and perfumes he 
asked the husband to bring him red mercury which he needed to cure him then after five sessions 
during which he has succeeded to make them pay him 1500 L.E he continued to convince them of 
his magical skills. In the last session he gave the wife a glass of water to drink (containing a strong 
tranquillizer) and asked the husband to leave. He had sex with the sleeping wife after and when she 
woke up and called her husband the imposture had claimed to be controlled by some evil spirit who 
has raped the wife. 
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A shop owner has asked a female customer to sign a contract when she went to buy a cell phone then 
it turned out that she had signed a marriage contract. He has forced her to have sex with him after 
threatening her with the contract she signed. The accused was arrested and he has admitted his 
crime. 
 
Arresting the partner of a businesswoman, and three others for trapping a businesswoman and 
kidnapping her in a taxi. They have stolen her jewellery, cell phone, and money under threats to 
force her hand over some check signed by her partner for the sum of thirty thousand L.E. 
 
The female science teacher in the Saed ElSherbeny high school Nabarough – Daquahleya was 
sexually harassed by the students, where seven students tried to rape her when she was giving her 
class. She has called for help and her colleagues broke into the class where the students have 
managed to tear her cloths and to lay her down. The teacher had a nervous breakdown. The deputy 
of the Ministry of Education was averted and she ordered to fire the seven students. 
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Second: Murder Accidents 
 
The Zakazike court has sentenced a worker in one of the factories in the 10th of Ramadan city to 
death for murdering a female secretary and attempting to kill the factory’s owner and another 
colleague worker in the factory. The incident goes back to February 2001 when the accused planned 
to steel some money from the owner’s office. He attacked one of his colleagues while being in the 
toilet and hit him with a roll on his head the worker had lost consciousness and the criminal thought 
he was dead, he has then stolen his wallet, then cried for help pretending that his colleague was 
injured accidentally, the owner came running and the criminal hit him with a hammer on the head 
then he threatened the secretary with a knife and crashed her head against the stairs several times he 
finally hit her head with the hammer where she died. The criminal has then stolen 3000 L.E from a 
drawer in the office of the owner then put the place on fire to hide his crime. He was arrested and 
presented to court. 
 
The city of Tanta has witnessed a terrible murder where an electrician has abused his ex wife 
physically during two days after which she had died. She had asked for divorce since he was unable 
to support her financially. When she remarried her ex husband had claimed their only child where he 
failed to take care of him, so he tried giving him back to her but her second husband refused and 
they had problems, she then went to her ex husband asking for his protection. She has lived in his 
house for sometime and when she had asked him to remarry her he started hitting her and continued 
for two days until she died. The accused was arrested and presented to court. 
 
A lawyer had literally torn the body of a young bride during her marriage for revenge. He had 
decided to have revenge from her for marrying someone else although she was engaged to him after 
a love story, which started when they were together at the faculty. The bride was taken to the general 
hospital of Zefta in a very critical condition and the young man was arrested. 
 
The police of Alexandria have uncovered the mystery of the murder of a businesswoman and her 
daughter where they dead bodies were found slaughtered in their apartment in San Stefano in 
Alexandria. The investigation showed that the murderer is a student in the faculty of Education who 
used to work in a cafeteria owned by the mother and on the night of the murder he has knocked on 
the their door and since they knew him the mother had welcomed him and showed him inside and 
suddenly he stabbed her 20 times and slaughtered the daughter with 10 stapes while she was asleep 
in her room then he has stolen 5000 L.E and went on a tripe with his colleagues...!!! 
 
A woman was found strangled in the fields outside the village of Kafr El Dawar. The investigations 
showed that the criminals are a driver, his wife and his sister who decided to kill the woman and 
kidnap her new born baby in order to sell him to a house wife in Alexandria who wanted a son since 
she had three daughters. The criminals were arrested and they have admitted committing the crime. 
They will be presented to court. 
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Third: Household Violence 
 
This part is divided into two sections:  
First section: violence due to conjugal problems. 
Second section: violence against women within the family but outside the marriage problems. 
 
First: violence due to conjugal problems 
 
The city of Tala in Monofeyya has witnessed a terrible murder where a man went extremely hysteric 
and slaughtered his wife who used to work as a maid to help her husband earn their living and raise 
their three children...the children have screamed and the neighbours called the police. The husband 
who had went made for failing to kill his children after having tried many times to reach them with 
the same knife yet covered with the blood of his wife was finally arrested by the police. 
 
A wife had run away from her husband after an arranged marriage where she had felt as being a 
maid to her husband and his family rather than a wife. She preferred to run away with the younger 
brother who loved her. They had a baby girl who they named after the young brother. They ex 
husband had found her and were shocked to find out that she has remarried his younger brother he 
accused her of ....and she was put to prison with her second husband. The first husband refused to 
change his statement. 
 
The tragedy of woman who has married a friend of her brother 8 years ago they had two children 
and suddenly the husband’s behavior started to change he quit his job and started going out late 
every night. Then one day he came to his wife saying that he needed her help to get a job in a big 
company, he asked her to sign a paper and since she is illiterate she stamped with finger prints. Later 
it turned out that she the papers stated that she owes him 2000 L.E and that she gives up the custody 
of their children to him he then divorced her and presented the papers to the court. After several 
attempts she was able to prove he has forged the documents and now she has a court case against 
him to get pension for their children. 
 
The court of Omraneya Geiza has postponed the sentence session in a murder case of a baker 
accused of burning his wife on purpose where he went home late one night and asked her to prepare 
dinner and when she was late he had a fight with her and through a burning gas stove on her where 
she was burned to death. He was arrested and presented to court. 
 
Three days a wife has spent with a merciless monster that burned her with cigarettes in 64 different 
places in her body, 143 deep wound with a heated spoon and torn her skin with a razor to make her 
confess an illegitimate relation with his friend. He had also tied his friend and tortured him to make 
sign divers checks and money receipts then...he take the wife of his friend and threatened to rape her 
if his friend does not confess his relation with his wife. 
 
In Gharbeya governorate a newly married woman was arrested after having attempted to kill her 
husband on the second day of marriage. She accused him of homosexuality and said that she has 
remarked that he stays long with his male friends who came to visit him. She had entered suddenly 
under the pretext of serving drinks and found her husband in a suspicious position with one of his 
friends, she brought a knife to kill him and his friend ran away. She failed to kill so she has left the 
house. 
 
A young wife was seriously injured after falling from the fourth floor when trying to escape from her 
husband using the sewage tubes. Her husband has beaten her and prevented her from going out to 



 23

see her family. The wife was transported to the hospital in a critical condition and the police are 
looking for the husband. 
 
A small estate in the city of Belbeise Sharkeya governorate has witnessed a terrible crime where a 
husband has slaughtered his wife after he has been told by some evil spirits that his wife is cheating 
on him and that she pretends to love him. He killed her, burned her body to hide his crime and ran 
away. After investigations it turned out that the wife is above suspicions and the husband was 
arrested and is waiting for trial. 
 
A husband suffering from serious psychological problems has jumped from the ninth floor in the 
east of Alexandria after hitting his wife with a hammer on the head for familial disputes. The 
accident was reported to the police whose carrying investigations. 
 
A woman has married a young man with An ‘Ourfy’ contract, clandestine marriage. To avoid giving 
up the custody of her child to the mother of her late husband. Then she remarried another the same 
way, and when her first husband new about this he told the police who have arrested her. 
 
Second: violence against women within the family but outside the marriage problems 
 
The police of Port Said has uncovered the mystery of a 19 years old girl who whose body was found 
floating on the lake of Manzala. Her hands were tied behind her back and she was attached with a 
thick cord to a cement block of about 20 Kegs and strangled with a men's scarf. It turned out that the 
murderer is her father who works as a fisherman from Daquahleya. The father was arrested and 
confessed his crime saying that he had done that when he discovered that his daughter was in her 6th 
monthly of pregnancy after being involved in an illegitimate relation with one of their relatives. 
 
A technician kills his sister for disputes over their heritage and for her bad reputation. He stepped her 
with a kitchen knife and ran away. The investigations showed that they had several disputes 
regarding their heritage in addition to her bad reputation where her brother found out that she was 
receiving male visitors and having sexual relations, he went to see her about that and they started 
arguing and he ended up grapping a knife and running after her from the 3rd floor and down stairs 
where stepped her to death. The criminal was arrested. 
 
The mother has suffered for 15 years working outside the country for her son while he became 
addicted to drugs and threatened to kill her if she does not give him money. His mother kept working 
as a nurse in a private hospital in Kafr El Zayat. She spent all her savings to have him operated and 
sold her house so he could start a business. She had all that she could so that keeps in contact with 
her, but he only visited her when he needed money. One day he went to her place and threatened to 
kill her if she does not give him money but she had nothing left but her house. He waited for her to 
take a shower and attacked her while she was naked in the shower with a heavy object and dragged 
her from her hair to through her out and take over the house. The son was arrested and put in prison 
for a month. 
 
Death sentence to a crook who attempted to rape his cousin and when she resisted he strangled her to 
death and hit her on the head with glass bowel. 
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Fourth: Negligence in Health Care of Women 
 
In the area of Rod El Farag North of Cairo a man has accompanied his pregnant wife to a private 
clinic after she had an acute attack of hemorrhage. The doctor had operated on her with the help of 
anesthetist but she died during the surgery!! 
 
A nurse looses her virginity during a surgery in her urinary bladder after an accident in the institute 
of Naser as a result of negligence from the operating doctor. 
 
A female lawyer having frequent attacks of migraine due sinusitis has suffered for 3 years until she 
decided to have a surgery in a private hospital having a subcontract with her syndicate to reduce the 
coasts. She ended up with a tragedy due a mistake committed by the doctor which made her loose 
sight. He has accidentally cut the artery connected to her left eye and ran away from the hospital 
leaving her to face her doom before the police comes and takes her to another hospital in a desperate 
attempt to rescue her sight. 
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Fifth: Women Suicide Cases in Egypt 
 
In the city of Banha a young lady has committed suicide by throwing herself in the Nile after a fight 
with her mother. She has left home and threw her self in the water; the police have rescued the body. 
 
A young lady has attempted to kill herself by swallowing some poison meant to kill rats to manifest 
her refusal to live with her father because of his bad treatment. 
 
A maid has thrown herself from the fourth floor because her mother kept insisting on getting the 
money she earned by cleaning houses. 
 
She has reached the age of 45 and had no more hopes of getting married, after her engagement was 
broken and her mother had died, she has poured gasoline and burned herself to death inside her 
apartment in Boulaque. 
 
She has agreed to marry him unofficially and after marriage she found out that he is on drugs. She 
had no place to go her father is in prison and her mother had remarried another and left her to earn 
her own living by working as a maid. She has accepted her life with her husband and was supporting 
them both financially while he spent his nights with his friends taking drugs. One night a friend of 
her husband tried to rape her so she ran away and found no issue but to throw herself from the fifth 
floor. 
 
A house wife has ended her life by taking an insecticide after a fight with her husband who 
remarried another; the police have summoned her husband and her father and authorized the body to 
be checked by the forensic physician. 
 
The relation between the taxi driver and his wife had come to a dead end, he had thrown her out of 
their house and she had contacted him several time trying to get him back with no success. She had 
taken an amount of an insecticide to end her life but was rescued and she repeated the same thing 5 
months later and was transported to the hospital. 
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Sixth: Other Women Accidents 
 
A lady had died shortly before getting to the hospital. The roof 0of her property has fallen on her. 
 
Two maids have died and a third one was suffocated after smelling carbon dioxide for a long time. 
The victim’s were in the servants’ room in a palace in west Alexandria and they have lighted a 
charcoal fire to warm them and feel asleep. 
 
A lady has died in Alexandria while trying to put a carpet on the edge of her balcony; she lost 
balance and fell from the third floor. She had a fracture in her skull and died right away. 
 
The only survivor from the tragic accident of Sayeda Zeinab tells her story: her sister had woke her 
up early and asked her to fill a water gallon from the tape which is the only source of water in the 
suburbs where they live, when she got back home around ten minutes later she found a heavy smoke 
coming from the house with her mother and four sisters inside, it was not long before the fire took 
every thing away. The investigations showed that there were many wrong electric connections and 
debris left on the roofs and all together they fastened the fire and the police suggested an electric 
short circuit to have started the fire.  
 
She had long waited for her engagement and stood her grounds since her father was against her 
choice, her fiancé came to visit them and they sat together, she took his gun and started joking with 
him saying that she will kill him, he took it away and it fired by mistake, the bullet went straight 
through her head and she died right away. The fiancée was arrested. 
 
A house wife fell from the fourth floor while she was alone in her house. The lady was epileptic and 
the investigations suggested that she might have had a crisis while she was alone which made her 
fall!! 
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Seventh: Official Violence Against Women 
 
The stories told by women in the course of the conference organised by the Egyptian Centre for 
Women’s Rights about violations to their rights in the police stations were many, examples from 
three different governorates: 
 
Rehab from Geiza: her story began when she had a dispute with her neighbor and when has beaten 
her she decided to go to the police station, she got there with her face covered with blood and 
bruises, in the police station her neighbor started making some phone calls which she did not know 
anything about, after those calls she turned into an accused criminal. She goes on with her story 
saying that she has requested to be seen by a doctor in order to write a report about her injuries, but 
he paid 500 L.E s in front of her and had the report changed to his benefit!! She went back to the 
Haram police station to tell her story to the officer in charge but she was surprised that he too had 
started beating her along with the other officers on duty, they took off her cloths and kept on 
aggressing her for 10 hours, and then they sent her back to prosecution. She says this time I had 
learned my lesson well...I gave up and cancelled my statement. After that I reported to the General 
Prosecutor and am still getting threats to give up the case.    
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Eighth: Final Remarks 
 
This section shows that violence happens against Egyptian women because of economic, social and 
cultural problems, and that the economic factors are the main causes for violence against women. It 
also confirms that: 

- The highest rate of these felons and victims are illiterate. 
- Most of the violence practiced against women was in the household.  
- Violence against women is more in the urban areas than in the countryside. 
- There is a direct relation between violence in the Egyptian society and the forms of burden 

and daily pressure that people face. 
- Most of the crime accidents go back to financial problems, family and marital arguments, 

taking drugs … etc. 
- Women face clear discrimination at work because of the common culture and customs 

despite the legislations and laws that state equality between men and women. 
This section also presents some recommendations to stop violence against women, like: 

- Making all the necessary procedures to eliminate discrimination against women 
economically, legally and politically. 

- Raising the people’s awareness about women rights. 
- Raising the awareness of the society about household violence against women, and eliminate 

the early marriage and the female circumcision phenomenons. 
- Guaranteeing health services for women, especially in the rural and random areas. 
- Work on eliminating the effects of the free market policies on working women in the private 

and the unofficial sectors. 
- Confirming women right in receiving training and rehabilitation to develop their skills. 
- Confirming women rights in equal fees and treatment, in addition to receiving health and 

social insurance. 
- Social insurance must include all women (working and non-working) and children, which 

must be suitable to the living conditions and increasing prices, in addition to eliminating the 
obstacles that hinder implementing the existing laws that confirm women right in social 
insurance. 

- Giving exceptional pensions to the families of the detainees and imprisoned people after 
studying their living conditions till the detainee gets out of prison, especially when he is the 
only supporter for his family. 

- Taking care of rural women by expanding their development chances, improving all services 
in the countryside and provide them with adequate working chances. 

 
The LCHR demands all CSOs and all of those interested in improving women conditions to work 
together for the reinforcement of women rights and stop violence against them for a better country 
where everyone could have a safe and decent life. 
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Ninth: Tables 
 
Table (1) detailing rape crimes against women, their causes, the places where they happened, 

the direct victims and the source 
 

 Problem Reasons Place Victim Source 
1 A group of 6 friends 

kidnap a housemaid 
To rape her Agamee 

Alexandria 
The maid, the 
six criminals 
and their 
families 

Almasri El 
Youm 1/2 

2 3 guys kidnap a young 
girl 

To rape her Tanata - Al 
Garbeya 

The girl, the 
three guys and 
their families 

Al Khamis 
1/6 

3 Two men take a 
university student using 
force 

To rape her Masr El 
Quadima - 
Cairo 

The student, 
the accuses and 
their families 

Al Tagamo 
1/13 

4 Kidnapping a university 
student  

To blackmail 
her mother 

Cairo The student, 
the kidnappers 
and their 
families 

Almasri El 
Youm 1/29 

5 A driver and three others 
kidnap a house wife 

To rape her Al Sayda 
Aisha - Cairo 

The wife, the 
four criminals 
and their 
families 

Al Ahram 
1/30 

6 A group of street thugs 
rape a young lady 

Financial 
problems 
between them 
and the girls 
father 

Al Behira The girl, her 
father and the 
street thugs 

Akhbar El 
Youm 2/5 

7 4 gangsters kidnap a girl 
from her boyfriend's car 

To rape her Cairo The girl, her 
boyfriend, the 
4 gangsters and 
their families 

Nahdat 
Masr 2/9 

8 3 years of prison for an 
unemployed 

For raping a 
house wife 

Cairo The victim, her 
husband, the 
criminal and 
their families 

Nahdat 
Masr 2/9 

9 A street vendor kidnaps a 
mentally retard girl 

To rape her Shubra El 
Khima - 
Qualiobeya 

The girl, the 
vendor and 
their families 

Al Wafd 
2/16 

10 3 years of prison for the  
Gynecologist 

Raped a patient 
during the 
consultation 

Cairo The patient and 
her family 

Al Ahrar 
2/16 

11 Two street vendors sit a 
trap for the wife of a 
policeman 

To rape her Geiza The wife, the 
two vendors 
and their 
families 

Al Ahrar 
2/16 
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12 Arresting 12 rappers Rapping a girl Talkha - 
Daquahleya 

The girl, the 12 
criminals and 
their families 

Al 
Gamaheer 
3/2 

13 15 years for a crook For raping a 
girl 

Shibeen El 
Kom - El 
Monofeya 

The girl, the 
crook and their 
families 

Nahdat 
Masr 3/8 

14 Arresting a gangster For raping a 
girl 

Al Agami - 
Alexandria 

The girl, the 
gangster and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
3/9 

15 5 gangsters kidnap a lady 
from a taxi 

To rap her Almahalla El 
Kobra - El 
Garbeya 

The lady, the 
accused and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
3/14 

16 Arresting three men who 
have kidnapped a woman 

For rapping her Al Hadaeq - 
Cairo 

The lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
3/14 

17 A legumes vendor kills a 
lady in her apartment 

For attempting 
to rape her 

Nasr City - 
Cairo 

The lady, the 
vendor and 
their families 

Nahdat 
Masr 3/19 

18 Kidnapping the wife of a 
singer 

To rape her Haram - 
Geiza 

The lady and 
her family 

El Mogaz 
3/23 

19 A driver and his friend 
kidnap a lady and her 
little girl 

To rape her Banha - 
Qualiobeya 

The lady, her 
little child, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Wafd 
3/26 

20 Life sentence for three 
gangsters who have 
kidnapped a housemaid 

To rape her Kafr El Shikh The maid, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Nabaa 
4/10 

21 Prison for some 
policemen and a driver 

For rapping two 
stewards 

Geiza The two ladies, 
the criminals 
and their 
families 

Al Masry 
El Youm 
4/10 

22 A fisherman rapes the 
sister of his friend 

For rape Al Mahalla 
El Koubra - 
Garbeya 

The girl, the 
criminal and 
his family 

Al Ahrar 
4/15 

23 A plumber gives his 
girlfriend to his friends 

For rape  Al Obour 
Housing - 
Mansoura - 
Daqahleya 

The girl, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Nahdat 
Masr 4/18 

24 Death sentence to two 
gangsters and life 
imprisonment for four 
others 

Raped a girl 
and threw her 
boyfriend in the 
water canal 

Tanta - 
Garbya 

The girl, her 
friend, the 
gangsters and 
their families 

Nahdat 
Masr 4/19 

25 Life sentence for a crook 
who killed his lover 

For revenge Geiza The lover, the 
criminal and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
4/19 

26 A student kidnaps a Revenge, rape Bolaque - The dancer, the Al Masry 



 31

dancer and a carpenter 
kidnaps a lady 

and robbery Geiza  girl, the two 
criminals and 
their families 

El Youm 
4/19 

27 A female physician who 
was accused of murdering 
her step father was found 
not guilty 

He raped her --- The physician Nahdat 
Masr 4/21 

28 Renewing the detention 
for three gangsters who 
have kidnapped a young 
lady 

For rape Bolaque - 
Geiza 

The young 
lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
4/23 

29 10 years of imprisonment 
for a crook and his friend 

Rapped a lady 
and stolen her 
money 

Maadi - 
Cairo 

The lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Masri 
El Youm 
4/26 

30 Arresting the impostor 
driver 

Raped a lady 
under drug 
effect 

Port Said The lady, the 
driver and their 
families 

Al 
Gomhorya 
4/28 

31 5 years for a crook and 
his friend who kidnapped 
a house wife 

For rape Tanta - 
Gharbeya 

The lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

El Ahrar 
5/3 

32 Arresting three  criminals 
who have kidnapped a 
lady 

For rape Alwarraque - 
Geiza 

The lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
5/3 

33 Arresting two crooks who 
have kidnapped a young 
lady in a car 

For rape Shoubra El 
Khima - 
Qualiobeya 

The girl, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Nahdat 
Masr 5/7 

34 Arresting two men who 
have kidnapped a lady in 
the presence of her 
husband 

For rape El Monofeya The lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
5/13 

35 Arresting a shop owner Forcing a 
young lady to 
have sex with 
him 

El Monofeya The lady, the 
criminal and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
5/14 

36 5 years of prison for two 
crooks who kidnapped a 
dancer 

For rape Imbaba - 
Geiza 

The dancer, the 
criminals 

Al Wafd 
5/15 

37 Life sentence for four 
gangsters who have 
kidnapped a female singer 

For rape and 
robbery 

Beny Sweiff The singer, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Ahram 
5/17 

38 Death sentence for four 
crooks who for 
kidnapping a house wife 

For rape and 
robbery 

Marioteya 
water canal - 
Mansheyat El 
Bakry - 
Geiza 

The lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Nahdat 
Masr 5/19 

39 3 million L.E for the For being --- The air hostess Al Wafd 
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Egypt Air Hostess  harassed by 
some 
employees 

5/20 

40 Court case against 3 
crooks for kidnapping 
two women 

For rape Cairo The two 
women, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
5/22 

41 Arresting 6 criminals for 
raping a mentally retarded 
girl 

For rape Al khosos - 
Qualiobeya 

The girl, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Masry 
El Youm 
5/23 

42 One year of prison for the 
thief 

Attempting to 
rape a house 
wife 

Bassyoun - 
Gharbeya 

The lady, the 
thief and their 
families 

Al Ahrar 
5/24 

43 Arresting four crooks for 
trapping a 
businesswoman 

For robbery --- The lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Nahdat 
Masr 5/25 

44 Firing 7 students for the 
industrial high school 

For attempting 
to rape their 
teacher 

Nabarrouh - 
Daquahleyya 

The teacher, 
the students 
and their 
families 

Al Wafd 
5/26 

45 Arresting some crooks for 
trapping a house wife 

For rape and 
robbery 

Al Amereyya 
- West 
Alexandria 

The lady, the 
crooks and 
their families 

Al Wafd 
6/7 

46 Arresting drivers for 
seducing a female worker 

For rape and 
robbery 

Zefta - 
Gharbeya 

The worker, 
the drivers and 
their families 

Al 
Khamees 
6/9 

47 Prison for three 
policemen for trapping a 
girl and her girl friend 

For rape The 6th of 
October - 
Geiza 

The two girls, 
the accused 
and their 
families 

Alhaquiqa 
6/11 

48 Arresting 8 gangsters for 
trapping a lady and killing 
her boyfriend 

For rape and 
robbery 

Sryaqous 
road - 
Khanka - 
Qualiobya 

The lady, her 
boyfriend and 
the accused 

Al Masry 
El Youm 
6/15 

49 Kidnapping a girl in a car 
by six men and a woman 

For robbery Alexandria The girl, the 
criminals and 
the girl's family 

Al Ahaly 
6/15 

50 Arresting a driver and his 
friend for trapping a 
female patient 

For rape Tal El 
Yahoudeya 
Area - 
Shebein El 
Quanater - 
Qualiobeya 

The lady, the 
accused and 
their families 

Al Masry 
El Youm 
6/24 

51 3 years of prison for a 
crook for trapping a 
female student 

For rape Tanta - 
Gharbeya 

The student, 
the criminal 
and their 
families 

Al Ahrar 
6/25 
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52 Arresting three crooks for 
trapping a mentally 
retarded girl 

For rape Alexandria The girl, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al 
Tagamoa 
6/25 

53 A house wife claims that 
a police officer has raped 
her 

For rape Helwann - 
Cairo 

The lady and 
her family 

Al Masry 
El Youm 
6/26 

54 The neighbor has drugged 
his Sudanese female 
neighbor in her apartment 

For rape Ain Shams - 
Cairo 

The lady and 
her family 

Al Masry 
El Youm 
6/21 
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Table (2) detailing murder crimes against women, their causes, the places where they happened, 
the direct victims and the source. 

 
No. Problem Reasons of the 

problem 
Place Direct victim  Source 

1 A mother murders 
her newborn a few 
hours after giving 
birth    

To hide her 
illegitimate 
relation with the 
baby's father 

Housh Eissa 
Area - Behira 

The mother 
and the child 

Al Khamis 
1/6 

2 Death sentence to a 
worker for murdering 
his female secretary 

Robbery The 6th of 
October city - 
Cairo 

The secretary, 
the worker 
and their 
families 

Almassa 1/7 

3 15 years of prison to 
a lawyer 

Murdering an old 
lady for refusing 
to pay the fees 

Quenna The old lady 
and the 
lawyer 

Al Tagamoa 
1/13 

4 A woman throws a 
gasoline lamp on a 
young girl 

For family 
reasons 

Al Basateen - 
Cairo 

The woman, 
the girl and 
their families 

Nahdat Masr 
1/16 

5 Prison for a house 
wife 

Murdering her 
female neighbor 
to steel her  

Al Waylly - 
Cairo 

The Two 
ladies and 
their families 

Nahdat Masr 
1/18 

6 A merchant hits a 
man with his rod 

For financial 
problems 

Koum 
Hamada - 
Quenna 

The lady, the 
merchant and 
their families 

Al 
Goumhorya 
2/10  

7 Finding a woman's 
body after having 
swallowed an 
insecticide 

Having an affaire 
with a man who 
poisoned her 

Marrioteyya 
Road - Geiza 

The lady, the 
lover and their 
families 

Nahdat Masr 
2/12 

8 Court case to a 
student for killing his 
friend's mother 

For robbery Al Sayeda 
Zeinab – 
Cairo  

The mother, 
the student 
and their 
families 

Al Wafd 
2/21 

9 A worker hits his ex 
wife for two days 
until she dies 

For asking him to 
remarry her again 

Tanta - 
Gharbeya 

The worker, 
his ex wife 
and their little 
child 

Al Ahrar 
2/23 

10 A lawyer tears the 
body of a bride 

For refusing to 
marry him  

Zefta - 
Gharbeya 

The bride, the 
lawyer and 
their families 

Al Nabaa 
2/27 

11 A thief attempts to 
kill two sisters 

For robbery Cairo The two 
sisters and 
their families 

Akhbar El 
Youm 3/5 

12 Three gangsters 
murder a female 
journalist 

For steeling her 
jewels 

Shoubra El 
Khima - 
Qualiobeya 

The journalist, 
the criminals 
and their 
families 

Al Masry El 
Youm 3/8 
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13 Arresting a worker 
for murdering a 
house wife 

For steeling her 
golden jewelry 

Alexandria The lady, the 
worker and 
their families 

Al Ahram 
3/10 

14 Returning the stolen 
property of and old 
lady after stabbing 
her maid 

For robbery Cairo  The old lady, 
her maid, the 
accused and 
their families 

Al Wafd 
3/10 

15 A hairdresser and an 
electrician murder a 
house wife 

For robbery Al Monofya The lad, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Wafd 
3/25 

16 The murder of a 
businesswoman and 
her daughter by a 
student 

For robbery Saint Stifanno 
- Alexandria 

The lady, her 
daughter, the 
student and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
3/25 

17 Death sentence to a 
worker and his 
nephew  

Murdering an old 
lady for robbery 

Aswan The old lady, 
the criminals 
and their 
families  

Al Wafd 
3/30 

18 A female street 
vendor attempts to 
kill a house wife 

For robbery Al Warraqu - 
Geiza 

The two 
women and 
their families 

Al Masry El 
youm 4/7 

19 A female dead body 
found in the fields 

For steeling her 
child 

Kafr El 
Dawar - 
Behira 

The lady, her 
child, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Wafd 
4/15 

20 A painting worker 
kills a house wife 

To through her 
out of her rented 
apartment for not 
paying the rent  

Qualiobeya  The lady, the 
accused and 
their families 

Al Haquiqa 
4/16 

21 15 years of prison to 
a plumber for 
murdering a lady 

For refusing to 
give him back his 
money 

Cairo  The lady, the 
plumber and 
their families 

Al Ahram 
4/22 

22 Life sentence to a 
farmer and 15 years 
of prison to a driver 
for murdering a 
house wife 

For robbery Menya  The lady, the 
criminals and 
their families 

Al Ahrar 
4/23 

23 Death sentence to a 
worker for killing his 
female neighbor 

For robbery Al Assiratte - 
Souhage 

The lady, the 
worker and 
their families 

Al Masry El 
Youm 4/27 

24 7 years of prison to a 
student for killing his 
mistress 

For chasing him 
continuously 

Al 
Badrasheen - 
Geiza 

The mistress, 
the student 
and their 
families 

Al Ahrar 5/6 

25 10 years of prison to 
a restaurant owner 

Murdering his 
mistress for 
insisting on 

Kafr El 
Sharrabeya 
village - 

The lady, the 
murderer and 
their families 

Al Wafd 5/7 
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getting her 
daughter engaged 
to him 

Geiza 

26 Uncovering the 
mystery of the 
murder of a house 
wife 

Her neighbor 
killed her for 
robbery 

Al Rahawy 
estate Imbaba 
- Geiza  

The lady, the 
criminal and 
their families 

Al Wafd 6/8 

27 Uncovering the 
mystery of the 
murder of a house 
wife and her two 
children  

A painting worker 
killed them for 
robbery 

Alexandria The lady, her 
two children, 
the criminal 
and their 
families 

Al masy El 
Youm 6/12 

28 A young man 
murders a woman 
and injures her two 
girls  

Revenge for 
breaking his 
engagement with 
one of her 
daughters 

- - - - - - The lady, her 
daughters, the 
young man 
and their 
families 

Nahdat Masr 
6/20 

29 A young man 
slaughters his lovers 
in the middle of the 
street 

Her family 
refused to let him 
marry her 

26th July 
bridge - Cairo 

The girl, the 
young man 
and their 
families 

Al Wafd 
6/16 
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Table (3) detailing women's conjugal disputes crimes, their causes, the places where they 
happened, the direct victims and the source 

 
No. Problem Reasons of the 

problem 
Place Direct  

victims 
Source  

1 A husband 
slaughters his 
wife 

The husband went 
seriously hysteric 

Tala city - 
Monofeyya 

The husband, 
his wife and 
their children 

Nahdat masr 
1/2 
 

2 A pharmacist kills 
his wife 

For insulting him 
continuously 

- - - - The wife and 
the husband 

Almasry El 
youm 1/8 

3 Several women 
accused of 
polygamy 

Polygamy Cairo  The husbands 
and the wives 

Al maydan 
1/13 

4 SA husband puts 
fire in his wife 
and child 

Disputes over 
expenses 

Suez The husband, 
the wife and 
the child 

Al wafd 1/14 

5 A husband files a 
law suite against 
his wife for 
adultery 

The wife married 
the husband’s 
brother 

- - - - The husband, 
his wife, the 
brother and 
the child 

Nhdat Masr 
1/14 

6 A husband throws 
a lighted stove in 
the face of his 
wife 

For refusing to 
prepare tea 

Alsharabeyya - 
Cairo 

The husband, 
his wife and 
their children 

Alhaqiqa 
1/15 

7 A husband burns 
his wife 

For disputes over 
expenses 

Alsahel - Cairo The wife, the 
husband and 
their families 

Alahram 1/23 

8 A driver kills his 
wife 

For family 
problems 

Port Said The husband, 
the wife and 
their families 

Algomhoreya 
1/27 

9 A husband steels 
from his wife 

He made her put 
her prints on a 
note payable 

Cairo The wife and 
the children 

Nahdat Masr 
2/6 

10 A husband hits 
his wife to death 

For family 
disputes 

Alexandria The husband, 
his wife and 
their children 

Alahrar 2/9 

11 A husband throws 
a lighted stove in 
the face of his 
wife 

For being late in 
preparing supper 

Alomraneya -  
Geiza 

The husband, 
the wife and 
their families 

Almasry El 
Youm 2/11 

12 A wife gets 
several burns 

Attempting to put 
of a fire that her 
husband has 
started 

Albasateen -  
Cairo 

The husband, 
the wife and 
their families 

Almasry el 
youm 2/11 

13 A wife and her 
children we 

Disputes over 
family expenses 

- - - - The husband, 
the wife and 

Alahrar 2/15 
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burned to varying 
degrees after the 
father has thrown 
them with a 
strong bleacher 

their children 

14 A husband throws 
his wife from the 
4th floor 

For continuous 
disputes 

Ismaeilleya The husband, 
his wife and 
their families 

Nahdat masr 
2/16 

15 A husband 
tortures his wife 
to death 

For having an 
affaire with his 
friend 

Alayatt - Geiza The wife, the 
husband and 
his friend 

Alwafd 2/19 

16 A wife files a law 
suite in the family 
court 

Financial disputes Gammaleya – 
Cairo 

The wife and 
her child 

Nahdat masr 
2/20 

17 A husband 
accused of 
murdering his 
wife 

Family disputes Tomoh village - 
Geiza 

The husband, 
the wife and 
their families 

Alahrar 2/21 

18 A young man 
kills his bride a 
and then attempts 
to suicide 

Unknown 
circumstances 

A village in 
Matroh 
Alexandria 

The husband, 
his wife and 
their families 

Alahrar 2/22 

19 A mother accuses 
her son in law of 
killing her 
daughter 

Family disputes Quatameya - 
Cairo 

The wife, the 
husband and 
their families 

Almasry El 
youm 2/23 

20 A vendor kills his 
wife and burns 
her body 

For leaving their 
home without 
letting him know 

Cairo The wife, the 
husband and 
their families 

Almasry el 
youm 2/23 

21 The crimes of 
honey moon 
between murder 
and strangling 

For fining out that 
the husband is 
homosexual or 
that the wife is not 
virgin 

Abshouan 
village in 
Fayoum, Aswan, 
banha, 
Qualiobeya, 
Mahalla 
Garbeya, Kafr El 
Sheikh 

The husband, 
the wife and 
their families 

Al Maydan 
2/24 

22 A fisherman kills 
his wife with the 
help of his friend 

For refusing their 
liaison with her 
aunt 

Suez The wife, the 
husband and 
the friend 

Alwafd 2/25 

23 A wife gets 
injured 

Stopping her 
husband from 
leaving the house 

Almontazah - 
Alexandria 

The wife, the 
husband and 
their families 

Alwafd 3/2 

24 3 years of 
imprisonment for 
a husband that 
killed his wife 

For suspecting her 
of having an 
affaire 

Almarg - Cairo The wife, the 
husband and 
their families 

Nahdat masr 
3/6 
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25 A husband 
smashes his 
wife’s head 

Family disputes Fayoum The wife, the 
husband and 
their families 

Akhbar El 
youm 3/12 

26 A worker kills his 
wife 

Faulty fire shoot Alkhanka - 
Qualiobeya 

The wife, the 
husband and 
their families 

Almasry El 
youm 3/12 

27 A husband 
slaughters his 
wife under the 
instructions of 
genies 

For suspecting her 
of having an 
affaire 

Ezbat El Raba – 
Balbees city - 
Sharqueya 

The wife, the 
husband and 
their families 

Nahdat masr 
3/17 

28 A wife divorces 
her husband after 
20 years of 
marriage 

For finding out 
that their marriage 
was never 
registered 

Amatareya - 
Cairo 

The wife, the 
husband and 
their children 

Nahdat masr 
3/20 

29 Arresting a lady Polygamy (she 
had three 
husbands at the 
same time) 

Qualiobeya The wife and 
the three 
husbands 

Alahrar 3/21 

30 A husband hits 
his wife with a 
hammer on the 
head 

Family disputes  Alexandria The wife, her 
husband and 
their children 

Alwafd 3/22 

31 A street vendor 
kills his wife 

Finding out that 
she was having an 
affaire with their 
neighbour 

Quisna - 
Monofeya 

The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alwafd 3/23 

32 A husband kills hi 
wife  

asking to go live 
with her parents 
until his financials 
gets better 

Matarreya - 
Cairo  

The husband, 
his wife and 
their families 

Alsiasy 
Elmasry 3/27 

33 A husband kills 
his wife 

For taking over 
his property while 
he was working in 
another country 

Geiza The husband, 
his wife and 
their families 

Nahdat masr 
3/29 

34 3 years of prison 
for a wife   

was married to 
three men at the 
same time 

Shubra el khima 
- Qualiobeya 

The lady and 
the three 
husbands 

Nahdat Masr 
3/29 

35 A husband burns 
his wife  

disputes because 
of the husband’s 
affaires with other 
women 

Almoneeb - 
Geiza 

The wife, her 
husband and 
their families  

Alwafd 4/1 

36 A husband kills 
his second wife 
with the help of 
his sons. 

For finding out 
that she is 
pregnant 

Shubra el khima 
- Qualiobeya 

The wife, her 
husband and 
his children 

Nahdat masr 
3/29 

37 A wife wins a Her husband has Cairo The wife and Alahrar 4/1 
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divorce case thrown her out of 
their house and 
remarried with 
another woman 

her family 

38 A husband stabs 
his wife  

For suspecting her 
of having an 
affaire 

Ashmoon - 
Monoeya 

The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alnabaa 4/3 

39 A wife files for 
divorce  

Her husband 
accuse her of 
having an affair 

Cairo The husband 
and his wife 

Sawt el 
omma 4/4 

40 A crook tears the 
body of his wife  

financial disputes kafr Shibeen 
village – 
Shibeen el 
Quanater 

The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alwafd 4/5 

41 An Egyptian lady 
files for the 
custody of her 
children 

she was married to 
a Pakistani an who 
married another 
and took their 
children with him 

Cairo The wife and 
her children 

Alwafd 4/6 

42 A wife file a case 
against her 
husband to prove 
that he has 
divorced her for 
the third time  

bad treatment  Cairo The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alwaf 4/8 

43 A wife files for 
divorce after ix 
years of marriage  

For bad treatment Cairo The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alwafd 4/8 

44 A husband throws 
his wife with a 
lighted gas lamp 

for being late in 
preparing supper 

- - - - - The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Akhbar el 
youm 4/16 

45 A husband tears 
the body of his 
wife, injures his 
mother and one of 
his neighbours 

His wife tried to 
top him from 
burning the house 
because of 
financial problems 

Damanhour - 
Behira 

The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alahram 4/19 

46 Killed his second 
wife with the help 
of his first wife 

For suspecting her 
of having an 
affaire 

Geiza The two 
wives, the 
husband and 
their families 

Alwafd 4/21 

47 Thrown his wife 
in a water canal  

having seen her 
with another 

AlSharqueya The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alahram 4/22 

48 Throws a burning 
chemical on his 
wife and three 
children 

Financial 
problems 

Almarge The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alhaquiqa 
4/23 
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49 A husband stapes 
his wife after 
having accused 
her of treasury 

Financial 
problems 

- - - - - The wife; her 
husband and 
their families 

Akhbar el 
youm 4/23 

50 A husband 
strangles his wife 

For having 
insulting him  

Al matareya The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Nahdat masr 
4/24 

51 A husband 
slaughters his 
wife 

For refusing to 
have a conjugal 
relation with him 

Qoos - Quena The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Almasry el 
youm 4/26 

52 A worker in a 
cafe stapes his 
wife in the heart  

For refusing to 
give him money 

Kerdasa - Geiza The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alahram 4/27 

53 10 years of prison 
for a driver 

killing his mother 
in law an injuring 
his wife for 
disputes over the 
budget 

Alexandria The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alahrar 4/27 

54 Several cases of 
females accused 
of polygamy  

for various sexual 
and emotional 
reasons 

Geiza and Cairo The wives 
and their 
husbands 

nahdat masr 
4/28 

55 A husband kills 
his wife, stapes 
his mother, one of 
the neighbours 
and attempts to 
kill his baby child 
then suicides 

went hysteric after 
the doctors told 
him that he is 
having a late case 
of hepatitis c and 
going to die 
within a few 
months 

Behira The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Akhbar el 
youm 4/30 

56 15 years of prison 
for a husband 
who smashed his 
wife’s head  

For refusing to 
give him money 

Quena The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Akhbar el 
youm 5/14 

57 A father claims 
that his son is an 
illegitimate child 
of his wife 

disputes with his 
wife 

- - - - - The wife, her 
husband and 
their son 

Nahat masr 
5/15 

58 5 years of prison 
to a husband for 
attempting to 
burn his wife 

For financial 
problems 

Damanhour 
Behira 

The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Akhbar el 
youm 5/21 

59 15 years of prison 
to a driver for 
murdering his 
wife 

He was told by 
impostors that she 
was the reason 
behind his 
financial problems 

Beny sweef The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Almasry el 
youm 5/24 

60 sending a worker Burning his wife Qualiobeya The wife, her Alwafd 5/27 
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to court for wanting to 
marry the widow 
of his brother 

husband and 
their families 

61 Burned his wife 
and daughter 

his daughter went 
to work without 
his permission 

- - - - -  The wife, the 
daughter and 
the husband 

Alahram 5/28 

62 Death sentence 
for a worker 

Put his house on 
fire with his wife, 
her sister, 
daughter and 
friend inside since 
his wife insisted 
on getting 
divorced  

Cairo 
 

The wife, her 
sister, 
daughter, 
friend and 
the husband 
The wife, her 
sister, 
daughter, 
friend and 
the husband 

Nahat masr 
5/29 

63 A father burns his 
daughter and wife 

Family problems Alzarayeb – Ard 
elloa - Cairo 

The wife, the 
daughter, the 
husband and 
their families  

Almaidan 6/2 

64 A husband kills 
his wife after 
getting out of 
prison 

For prostitution Imbaba - Geiza The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alhaquiqa 
6/4 

65 A farmer 
strangles his wife 

family disputes Qoseya - Asiott The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alahrar 6/5 

66 A husband threw 
his wife from a 
train 

For finding out 
that she was not 
virgin 

Quena The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Akhbar el 
youm 6/11 

67 A husband shoots 
his wife 

Financial disputes Geiza The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alwafd 6/28 

68 A husband throws 
a burning 
chemical on his 
ex wife 

for refusing to 
come back to him 

Imbaba - Geiza The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alhaquiqa 
6/25 

69 Slaughters her 
wife and buries 
her naked 

For refusing to 
give him her 
golden jewellery 

Bandar Ayoub - 
Asiott 

The wife, her 
husband and 
their families 

Alahrar 6/30 
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Table (4) detailing women's family disputes crimes, their causes, the places where they 
happened, the direct victims and the source. 

 
 

No. Problem  Reasons of the 
problem 

Place Direct 
victim 

Source 

1 A brother burns his 
sister 

For refusing to 
make tea for him 

Ain Shams - 
Cairo 

The brother, 
his sister and 
their family 

Almasry el 
youm 1/5 

2 Sending the file of a 
merchant and his 
sister in law to the 
Mufti (for approving 
death sentence) 

For killing his nice 
after having seen 
them in a sexual 
position  

Souhage The 
daughter, her 
uncle, the 
step wife and 
their families 

Alwafd 1/13 

3 A fisherman kills his 
daughter and throws 
her body in the lake 

For finding out 
that she is carrying 
an illegitimate 
child 

Alghosna - 
Daquahleya 

The 
daughter, her 
father and 
their family 

Nahdat masr 
1/18 

4 A brother stapes his 
sister in law with a 
knife 

disputes over 
heritage 

Alexandria The wife, her 
husband, his 
brother and 
their families 

Alwafd 1/21 

5 The death of girl who 
ha fallen from the 
second floor 

In an attempt to 
run away after her 
brother has 
discovered that she 
was pregnant 
without marriage 

Beit allam - 
Souhage 

The girl and 
her family 

Alwafd 1/24 

6 A daughter kills her 
mother by mistake 

During a fight 
with her husband 

Cairo The mother, 
her daughter, 
the husband 
and their 
families 

Alwafd 2/5 

7 A high school student 
kills his mother 

For suspecting her 
of having an afire 

Almenya The mother, 
her son and 
their family 

Almasry el 
youm 2/5 

8 The wife kills her old 
mother in law 

For continuous 
disputes 

Herbeet 
village - 
Alsharquiya 

The old lady, 
the wife and 
their families 

Nahdat masr 
2/6 

9 A technician 
slaughters his sister 

For disputes over 
heritage and 
suspecting her of 
prostitution 

Shubra masr 
- Cairo 

The brother, 
his sister and 
their family 

Almasry el 
youm 2/9 

10 A father burns his 
daughter 

For bad behaviour Ard elloa – 
Geiza 

The father 
and hi 
daughter 

Almasry el 
youm 2/20 

11 The murderer of his Refusing to give Kerdasa - The mother, Almasry el 
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mother demands to 
be sentenced to death 

him money Geiza her son and 
their families 

youm 2/21 

12 A child in 
preparatory school 
kills his mother by 
mistake 

Accidental firing  Alhwanka – 
Manfaloot - 
Asiott 

The mother, 
the son and 
the father 

Almasry el 
youm 2/23  

13 A driver kills the 
bride of his brother 

For steeling her 
jewellery 

Cairo The bride, 
her husband 
and his 
brother 

Algamaheer 
3/2  

14 A girl reports her 
elder brother to the 
authorities 

For having raped 
her 

Qoseyya  - 
Asiott 

The girl, her 
brother and 
their families 

Alahrar 3/3 

15 One month of prison 
to a crook 

For having beaten 
his mother because 
of financial 
disputes 

Kafr el zayat 
- Elgharbeya 

The mother 
and her son 

Akhbar el 
youm 3/5 

16 A young man kills 
his female cousin 

To steel her 
money 

Alharam - 
Geiza 

The lady, the 
accuse and 
their families 

Almasry el 
youm 3/5 

17 Death sentence for 
the murderer of his 
cousin 

For failing to rape 
her 

Imbaba - 
Geiza 

The 
murderer, his 
cousin and 
their families 

Nahdat masr 
3/5 

18 A female student falls 
from the balcony 

In an attempt to 
escape from her 
brother 

Alexandria The student 
and her 
family 

Alwafd 3/10 

19 A wife accuses her 
mother in law of 
burning her house 

Because of her 
continuous 
interference with 
her life 

Salam city - 
Cairo 

The lady and 
her mother in 
law 

Alhaquiqa 
3/12 

20 Two years of prison 
for a night guard 

For killing his 
daughter after 
finding out that 
she is carrying an 
illegitimate child 

Alexandria The girl, her 
father and 
their family 

Almasry el 
youm 3/12 

21 Death sentence for a 
worker, his wife and 
mother 

Murdering the 
man’s sister in law 
for disputes 

Souhage  The lady, the 
worker, his 
wife, mother 
and their 
families 

Almasry el 
youm 3/14 

22 A street vendor kills 
his wife’s sister 

For interfering 
with his life 

Matareya - 
Cairo 

The lady, her 
sister, 
husband and 
their families 

Nahdat masr 
3/17 

23 A son kills his 
mother with a knife 

To get ride of her 
since his brothers 

Imbaba - 
Geiza 

The mother, 
the son and 

Alakhbar 
3/18 
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dumped him their family 
24 A brother kills his 

sister 
Finding out that 
she was having an 
affaire 

Tahta - 
Souhage 

The girl, her 
brother and 
their family 

Alahram 3/19 

25 A son kills his 
mother with a knife 
and the other one 
with a stick 

Refusing to give 
him money and 
reminding him that 
he does not work 

Shebeen el 
quanater - 
Qualiobeya 

The mother, 
her son and 
their family 

Almogaz 3/23

26 A wife kills her 
husband with the 
help of her son and 
another one kills her 
son with the help of 
her lover and a third 
one kills her daughter 
for merely suspecting 
her of having an 
affaire 

For having given 
their daughter a 
bad reputation. For 
having seen her 
with her lover. For 
suspecting that she 
is pregnant 

Souhage. 
Mansoura. 
Daquahleya  

The family  Almogaz 3/23

27 A brother kills his 
sister 

For escaping from 
her husband’s 
house 

Asiott  The wife, her 
brother and 
their families 

Alkhamis 
3/24 

28 A young man kills 
his mother 

For refusing to 
give him more 
pocket money 

Ain shams - 
Cairo 

The mother, 
her son and 
their family 

Alwafd 3/24 

29 A student kills his 
sister  

For suspecting her 
of having an 
affaire 

Kafr el 
sheikh 

The student, 
his sister and 
their family 

Alwafd 3/24 

30 Uncovering the 
mystery of a girl who 
has disappeared 

Two of her uncles 
have murdered her 
for carrying an 
illegitimate child 

Akhmim 
Souhage 

The girl, her 
two uncles 
and their 
families 

Alahram 3/25 

31 7 years of prison for 
the murderer of his 
sister 

Family disputes Suez  The lady, her 
brother and 
their families 

Alahrar 4/6 

32 The mother in law 
gets rid of her son’s 
wife 

Family disputes Sharabeya - 
Cairo 

The lady, her 
mother in 
law and their 
families 

Alhaquiqa 4/9

33 A young man attacks 
his mother and sister 

For refusing to 
give him money 

Rod el farag 
- Cairo 

The son, his 
mother and 
sister 

Akhbar el 
youm 4/16 

34 A mother participates 
in murdering her son 

For having 
discovered that she 
was having an 
affaire 

Asiott  The son, his 
mother, her 
lover and 
their families 

Akhbar el 
youm 4/16  

35 A brother kills his 
sister  

For having seen 
her with his friend  

Port said The girl, her 
brother and 

Nahdat masr 
4/21 
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their family 
36 A son kills his 

mother and puts her 
in the freezer 

For wanting to 
have money 

Maadi - 
Cairo 

The mother, 
her son and 
their family 

Alahram 4/29 

37 A life sentence for 
the murderer of his 
sister and mother 

For suspecting her 
of having an 
affaire 

Geiza  The mother, 
her daughter 
and her son 

Alahrar 4/30 

38 A man shoots his 
mother in law 

For interfering 
continuously with 
his life 

Matareya - 
Cairo 

The mother 
in law, her 
daughter’s 
husband and 
their families 

Alahrar 5/5 

39 A man puts his aunt’s 
house on fire 

For refusing to 
give him money 

Boulaque - 
Cairo 

The aunt, her 
nephew and 
their family 

Alahrar 5/7 

40 The death of a bride 
by the hands of her 
mother in law, her 
husband and his first 
wife 

for suspecting her 
of being pregnant 

Naga el 
ghanayem - 
Souhage 

The bride, 
her husband 
and their 
families 

Sawt el 
omma 5/9 

41 A driver stapes his 
mother and his friend 

For being late for 
preparing supper 

Cairo  The mother, 
her son, his 
friend and 
their families 

Almasry el 
youm 5/13 

42 A young man tortures 
his sister to death 

For refusing to 
robe their mother 

Tanta - 
Gharbeya 

The young 
man, his 
sister and 
their family 

Akhbar el 
youm 5/21 

43 A brother kills his 
sister in the middle of 
the street 

For suspecting her 
of having an 
affaire 

Elsayl - 
Aswan 

The lady, her 
brother and 
their family 

Nahdat masr 
5/22 

44 A female child kills 
her step mother 

For being very 
cruel to her 

Badrasheen - 
Geiza 

The child, 
her step 
mother and 
their family 

Nahdat masr 
5/22 

45 3 years of prison to a 
butcher for 
murdering his niece  

For having seen 
her in the 
company of a 
young man 

Almoneeb - 
Geiza 

The girl, her 
uncle and 
their family 

Almasry el 
youm 5/24 

46 A man disfigures the 
face of a young lady 

For refusing to 
marry him 

Hadeque 
kobba - 
Cairo 

The lady, the 
man and 
their families 

Almasry el 
youm 5/29 

47 Death stints to a lady 
for killing her uncle 

For suspecting her 
of having an 
affaire 

Shubra el 
khima - 
Qualiobeya 

The lady, her 
uncle and 
their family 

Nahdat masr 
5/31 

48 A man slaughters his For refusing to Geiza  The mother, Nahdat masr 
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old mother give him money her son and 
their family 

5/31 

49 A house wife accuses 
her mother in law and 
her husband’s second 
wife of burning her 

For revenge - - - - - The lady and 
her family 

Alahrar 6/1 

50 15 years of prison to 
a worker for killing 
his daughter and her 
rappers 

For rapping his 
daughter 

Geiza  The girl, the 
young man 
and their 
families 

Alahrar 6/4 

51 Two brothers murder 
their sister  

For suspecting her 
of having n affaire 

Atsa -  
fayoum 

The three 
brother and 
their family 

Almaidan 6\9 

52 The death of a young 
lady by the hands of 
her uncle and his son 
in law  

For suspecting her 
of having n affaire 

Shubra el 
namla village 
- Gharbeya 

The lady her 
uncle, his 
son in law 
and their 
families 

Alwafd 6\10 

53 A house wife burns 
herself and accuses 
her husband’s wife 

For revenge Helwan - 
Cairo 

The house 
wife and her 
family 

Algomhoreya 
6\16 

54 A family tortures 
their daughter 

For getting 
married without 
their permission  

Alzawya el 
hamra - 
Cairo 

The lady and 
her family 

Almasry el 
youm 6\17 

55 A son kills 
his mother and 
attempts to kill his 
father 

To steel their 
money 

Tanta 
Gharbeya 

The mother, 
the father 
and the son 

Alwafd 6\23 

56 A young man rapes 
his sister and 
attempts to rape her 
sister  

For finding out 
that he has a 
relation with her 
brother 

Khalifa - 
Cairo 

The young 
man, his 
sister, her 
daughter and 
their family 

Alnaba 6/26 

57 A father kills his 
daughter with the 
help of his brother 

For being pregnant 
without marriage 
 

- - - - - The girl, her 
father, his 
son and their 
family 

Alahrar 6/27 

58 Death sentence for a 
high school teacher 
for killing his sister 
in law 

Family disputes Kafr el 
dawar - 
Behira 

The lady, her 
brother in 
law and their 
family 

Alwafd 6/29 
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Table (5) detailing crimes against women due to negligence in medical care, their causes, the 
places where they happened, the direct victims and the source. 

 

No. Problem Reasons of the 
problem 

Place Direct 
victim   

Source 

1 One year of prison to a 
physician  

His negligence 
resulted in the 
death of one of 
his female 
patients 

Qunatar - 
Qualiobeya 

The patient, 
the physician 
and their 
families 

Nahdat 
masr 1/9 

2 A new born given as a 
gift in the hospital 

To protect a 
secret liaison 
from being 
uncovered 

Kafr el gabal 
Geiza Haram 

The mother 
and the baby 

Almasry el 
youm 1/15 

3 A female patient dies Negligence  Qualiobeya  The patient , 
the two 
doctors and 
their families 

Alahrar 
2/6 

4 A female patient dies 
under anaesthesia  

Negligence  Rod el farag - 
Cairo 

The patient, 
the doctor 
and their 
families 

Alahrar 
2/20 

5 A physician destroys the 
femininity of a female 
administrative in the 
Ministry of health 

Negligence 
during surgery 

Cairo  The patient Alnaba 
2/27 

6 A female reports to the 
police the physician who 
was responsible during 
her birth giving operation  

Negligence 
during surgery 

Almatareya - 
Cairo 

The patient, 
the doctor 
and their 
families 

Almasry el 
youm 3/4 

7 A young female dies of 
an acute haemorrhage 
after a surgery 

Negligence in 
the hospital 

Almanzala - 
Daquahleya 

The young 
lady and her 
family 

Alwafd 
3/6 

8 A house wife dies while 
giving birth 

Negligence by 
the physician 

Almantaza - 
Alexandria 

The patient, 
the physician 
and their 
families 

Alwafd 
3/10 

9 A nurse loses her 
virginity and another her 
life after surgery 

Negligence  Cairo  The two 
patients and 
their families 

Sawt el 
Omma 
3/14 

10 A house wife dies in an 
appendix surgery 

Negligence  Shubra el 
khima – 
Qualiobeya  

The patient, 
the doctor 
and their 
families 

Nahdat 
masr 3/21 

11 A surgery for giving birth 
without anaesthesia 
results in loosing the 

Negligence  Kom Imbo - 
Aswan 

The patient, 
the doctor 
and their 

Almasry el 
youm 4/22 
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baby families 
12 A physician stitches the 

colon with the uterus 
Negligence  Om doma 

village – 
Souhage  

The patient, 
the doctor 
and their 
families 

Alghadd 
4/27    

13 Court trial to a physician 
and an anaesthetist who 
were responsible for the 
death of a lady 

Negligence in 
saving her life 

Cairo  The patient, 
the two 
doctors and 
their families 

Akhbar el 
youm 5/14 

14 A physician was sent to 
court 

Negligence  Almansourra - 
Daquahleya 

The lady, the 
physician and 
their families 

Almasry el 
youm 5/21 

15 The physicians in a 
private hospital deny 
their responsibility for the 
death of a female 

Negligence  Cairo  The patient 
and her 
family 

Almaidan 
6/9 

16 A young lady loses her 
sight in a surgery  

The physician’s 
negligence  

Maadi – Cairo The young 
lady and her 
family  

Almasry el 
youm 6/19 

17 A physicians cuts by 
mistake one of the 
principal arteries of a 
lady 

Negligence  - - - - - The lady and 
her family 

Nahdat 
masr 6/22 

18 Two years of prison to a 
female physician and a 
nurse for being accused 
of negligence that 
resulted in the death of a 
female student 

Medical 
negligence 

Masr el gidida 
- Cairo 

The student, 
the doctor, 
the nurse and 
their families 

Alahram 
6/23 
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Table (6) detailing women’s suicide crimes, their causes, the places where they happened, the 
direct victims and the source. 

 

No. Problem  Reasons of the 
problem 

Place Direct 
victim 

Source 

1 A young lady burns 
herself 

Out of despair of 
being cured  

Shubra el 
khima - 
Qualiobeya 

The girl and 
her family 

Alwafd 1/11 

2 A young lady 
suicides by 
swallowing an 
insecticide  

After her 
engagement was 
broken 

Beny Sweef The lady 
and her 
family  

Alwafd 1/14 

3 A young lady throws 
herself from the 
third floor  

To escape a fight 
with her fiancée’s 
brother 

AlAmereyya 
– Alexandria  

The girl, her 
family and 
her fiancée’s 
brother 

Alseiasy el 
masry 1/23 

4 A young lady throws 
herself in the Nile  

After a fight with 
her mother 

Banha – 
Qualiobeya  

The young 
lady and her 
mother  

Nahdat masr 
2/6 

5 A wife throws 
herself from the 
seventh floor  

Her husband’s 
doubt regarding 
her behaviour 

- - - - -  The wife 
and her 
husband 

Nahdat masr 
2/24 

6 A young lady 
attempts to suicide 
with a rodenticide 

Refusing to live 
with her father for 
his bad treatment 

Alexandria  The young 
lady and her 
family  

Alwafd 3/1  

7 A house wife burns 
herself 

Failing to be 
treated from a 
psychic case 

Alamerya – 
Alexandria  

The lady 
and her 
family  

Alwafd 3/6 

8 Uncovering the 
mystery of a female 
dead body that was 
found 

She has committed 
suicide because of 
a psychological 
crisis  

Geiza  The lady 
and her 
family 

Algomhoreya 
3/7 

9 A maid throws 
herself from the 
fourth floor  

Because her 
mother insisted to 
get the money she 
earns 

Alraml – 
Alexandria  

The girl and 
her family 

Alahrar 3/9 

10 A female engineer 
burns herself 

For getting old 
without being 
married 

Boulaque - 
Geiza 

The lady 
and her 
family 

Almasry el 
youm 3/18 

11 A wife tears her 
husband after one 
week of marriage  

Conjugal disputes Alexandria  The wife, 
her husband 
and their 
families 

Alwafd 3/20 

12 A house wife 
attempts to suicide 
with a rodenticide 

For imagining that 
evil spirits are 
chasing her 

Imbaba - 
Geiza 

The lady 
and her 
family 

Alnaba 3/27 

13 A house wife Conjugal disputes Alsharqueya  The wife, Almasry el 
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commits suicide by 
swallowing an 
insecticide 

her husband 
and their 
families 

youm 3/29 

14 A lady throws 
herself from the fifth 
floor 

To escape from 
being rapped 

- - - - - - The lady 
and her 
family 

Alkhamis 
3/31 

15 A university student 
burns herself  

Because of mal 
treatment by her 
father 

Kafr el zayat  The lady 
and her 
family 

Akhbar el 
youm 4/2 

16 A house wife 
commits suicide by 
swallowing a 
rodenticide 

Mal treatment by 
her husband 

Kafr el zayat  The lady 
and her 
family 

Akhbar el 
youm 4/2 

17 A headmistresses 
hangs herself 

Psychic case Monofeya  The lady 
and her 
family 

Alahrar 4/11 

18 A house wife kills 
her self by 
swallowing a hair 
dye 

Mal treatment by 
her husband 

Quena The lady 
and her 
family  

Almasry el 
youm 4/12 

19 A house wife throws 
herself from the 
second floor 

Family disputes 
with her husband 

Bab el 
shaereya – 
Cairo   

The lady 
and her 
family 

Almasry el 
youm 4/17 

20 A lady burns herself Out of despair of 
being cured 

Alexandria  The lady Alahrar 5/9 

21 A house wife 
attempts to suicide 
twice  

Conjugal disputes Albasateen - 
Cairo 

The lady 
and her 
family  

Almasry el 
youm 5/14 

22 A young lady burns 
herself 

Because her 
brother refused to 
allow her to go out 
with her fiancé 

Alexandria  The girl, her 
fiancé and 
their 
families 

Almasry el 
youm 5/18 

23 A lady burns herself 
to death 

Out of despair of 
being cured 

Alexandria  The lady 
and her 
family 

Almasry el 
youm 5/20 

24 A house wife gets 
seriously burned 

Conjugal disputes Alexandria The lady 
and her 
family 

Alahrar 5/30 

25 A house wife 
attempts to suicide 
by burning herself 

Conjugal disputes Imbaba - 
Geiza 

The lady 
and her 
family 

Alhaquiqa 6/4 

26 A lady burns herself 
to death and another 
throws herself from 
the balcony 

Because her 
husband got 
himself a second 
wife, 
For psychological 

Ain shams - 
Cairo 

The women, 
the young 
lady and 
their 
families 

Alwafd 6/13 
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problems 
27 A lady throws 

herself in the Nile 
Psychological 
problems 

Dessouque - 
Behira 

The lady 
and her 
family 

Almasry el 
youm 6/14 

28 A house wife throws 
herself from the 
fourth floor 

Getting divorced sharquieya The lady 
and her 
family 

Alahrar 6/20 
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Table (7) detailing other women’s accidents, their causes, the places 
Where they happened, the direct victims and the source. 

 

No. Problem  Reasons of the 
problem 

Place Direct victim Source

1 The death of a women 
and her daughter by 
suffocation  

Due to the smoke 
evolved from a 
wood they have 
burned to get warm 

Warraque - 
Geiza  

The lady and 
her daughter 

 

2 The death of a lady 
inside the bathroom in 
her sister’s place 

Heart attack Badr city – 
Cairo 

The lady and 
her sister 

 

3 The death of a lady The house fell on 
her 

Alexandria  The lady and 
her family 

 

4 The death of a lady by 
fire 

While attempting 
to put off a fire in 
her house 

Badr city - 
Cairo  

The lady and 
her family 

 

5 The death of two maids 
and the suffocation of a 
third one 

Lighted a charcoal 
stove for heating 

Alexandria The three 
maids and their 
families 

 

6 The suffocation of a 
lady and her four 
children 

Electric shortcut Sayeda zeinab 
- Cairo 

The lady and 
her children 

 

7 The death of a lady who 
has fallen from the third 
floor 

While attempting 
to put a carpet on 
the balcony 

Alexandria The lady and 
her family 

 

8 Four women died and 
tens others got injured 

Crowded to get the 
charity money 

Cairo The four 
women, the 
injured and 
their families 

 

9 The death of a 
grandmother and her 
granddaughter 

Respired carbon 
dioxide from the 
fire place 

Geiza The lady her 
grandchild and 
their family 

 

10 The death of a lady 
killed by her fiancé 

He shot her in the 
head by mistake 

Sheraton 
houses - Cairo 

The lady, her 
fiancé and their 
families 

 

11 Two women have fallen 
from their houses 

One was trying to 
escape fire and the 
other fell after 
loosing balance 

Elmarg - Cairo The two 
women and 
their families 

 

12 A lady falls from the 
fourth floor 

Had an epilepsy 
crisis while she 
was alone at home 

Hadaek el 
kobba - Cairo 

The lady and 
her family 

 

13 A lady gets seriously 
injured 

A loader hit her 
house 

Naser - Cairo The lady and 
her family 

 

14 The death of a lady The house fell on Fayyoum  The lady and  
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her her family 
15 A lady gets injured by a 

fire arm 
During a fight with 
the neighbours 

Geiza The lady and 
her family 

 

16 The death of a woman 
and her child by gas 

Electric shock Ard ellwa - 
Geiza 

The lady, her 
child and her 
family 

 

17 The death of a lady and 
her two children 

A gas bottle 
exploded while 
cooking 

Souhage The lady and 
her children 

 

18 The death of a young 
lady who has fallen 
from the balcony of her 
house (engineer) 

Lost balance Masr el 
quadimma - 
Cairo 

The lady and 
her family 

 

19 A widow dies in a fire A fire at home Assiott The widow  
20 The death of a house 

wife inside her house 
Electric shock Cairo The lady and 

her family 
 

21 The death of a house 
wife due to an electric 
shock 

Touched an 
electrified wire 
while using the 
washing machine 

Kerdasa - 
Geiza 

The lady and 
her family 

 

22 The death of a house 
wife burned inside the 
bathroom 

Burned in a fire Alexandria The lady and 
her family 

 

23 Arresting a maid For theft Cairo The maid, her 
employees and 
their families 

 

24 Arresting a maid in 
position of a diamond 
ring 

For steeling it from 
her mistress 

Cairo The maid, her 
mistress and 
their families 

 

25 The death of a house 
wife and her three 
children 

The gas bottle 
exploded 

Seddi barrani – 
Matrroh – 
Alexandria 

The lady, her 
three children 
and their 
family 

 

26 The death of a young 
lady and her mother 
burned inside the 
kitchen 

Burned in a fire Abdeen - 
Cairo 

The lady, her 
mother and 
their family 

 

27 The death of a lady and 
her mother drown in a 
swimming pool 

Not knowing how 
to swim 

Cairo – 
Ismaeilleya 
highway 

The lady, her 
mother and 
their family 
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Table (8) detailing cases of official violence against women, their causes, the places where they 
happened, the direct victims and the source. 

 

No. Problem  Reasons of the 
problem 

Place Direct 
victim 

Source 

1 A debutant 
attacks a female 
expert in the 
ministry of 
justness 

For holding a file 
which contained 
information about 
his father 

Cairo  The expert, 
the debutant 
and their 
families 

Almasry el 
youm 3/21 

2 Stories of 
torturing women 
in police stations  

Demanding a right 
or attempt to take 
away a given one 

Al haram - Geiza, 
khliffa -  Cairo 
and Kafr shokr - 
Qualiobeya 

Egyptian 
women 

Sawt el 
omma 5/16 

3 Violence of 
security forces 
against women 

For demanding 
their rights to 
housing 

Port said women Altagammoa 
6/18 

4 A policeman hits 
an accused 
female 

To rape her Alsahel - Cairo The accused 
and her 
family 

Alahrar 6/28 
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Land Center for Human Rights (LCHR) 
A non-profit, non-governmental organization 

Established in 1996 under sections 505 to 537 of the Egyptian civil law and section 69 of the Egyptian constitution 
 

The Land Center was established to defend farmers and advocate for human rights in rural Egypt, since there were no such organizations before LCHR’s 
establishment in 1996.  LCHR aims to address the disrespect and lack of protection of the rights of farmers and the agricultural sector in Egypt, influence the 
direction of the land market and prices, and study the effects of policies on farmers’ lives and the agrarian economy.   
 
There is currently no legislative structure that addresses workers’ conditions in the agrarian sector; therefore, farmers economic, social, civil and political rights 
are violated daily.  A gap is expanding between rural and urban areas in Egypt regarding the provision of governmental services, which has led to an increase in 
the violations of rural men and women’s rights in the midst of worsening socioeconomic conditions.  Child labor in the countryside has become widespread in 
the agrarian and other sectors, which has been accompanied by an increase in the rates of illiteracy and school dropouts.  Rural women’s rights are violated daily 
within the family or at the workplace or because of deteriorated socioeconomic conditions. 
 
LCHR defends the farmers and agrarian workers because of poor, agrarian working conditions that are derivative of a lack of work contracts, holidays, working 
regulations, and the right to organize.  LCHR supports and encourages the roles of syndicate organizations, coops, associations, and the rural organizations. It 
directly confronts the phenomenon of child labor and studies its causes and effects.  It works to empower rural women, especially those working in the agrarian 
sector, so they can confront and challenge the daily violations of their rights.  LCHR supports efforts to curb pollution in the countryside and educate farmers 
about pollution.  It also upholds the importance of safe working conditions and providing healthcare and other necessities of life to farmers. 
 
LCHR aims to improve the economic and social conditions to which farmers are exposed in rural Egypt, observe human rights violations that in Egyptian 
villages, develop citizens’ awareness of human rights culture, and encourage coordination between civil society organizations by supporting their independence 
and reinforcing the values of democracy and human rights. 
 
LCHR contributes to efforts that seek economic agrarian reform in Egypt that will guarantee farmers’ rights, especially to farm their lands in safety.  It also 
attempts to disclose the views and needs of the Egyptian poor and increase their scope of participation in the decision-making processes that affect them. 
 
LCHR offers legal assistance to farmers when their economic, social, civil, or political rights are violated and issues reports and collects data about such 
violations.  It organizes training courses and publishes brochures to develop citizens’ awareness of human rights in Egyptian villages.  It has formed a network of 
volunteers and activists interested in making human rights work widespread in Egypt.  It organizes symposiums and holds workshops about issues related to rural 
Egyptian political, social, cultural and environmental conditions.  LCHR seeks strong relations with national and international and human rights organizations 
and development agencies in order to help achieve its goals. 
 
Board of Trustees: 
Dr. Mahmoud El Saqqa, Professor of the History of Law at Cairo university 
Mr. Adel Eid, Lawyer 
Dr. Fathy Abdel Fattah, Professor in Social Science and the Head of the Information and Research Center at Gomhourya newspaper 
Dr. Ibrahim Abaza, Expert in Economics 
Dr. Albeir Beshara, Professor of Agricultural Economics 
 
Board of Employees: 
Karam Saber, Executive manager 
Said Hosny, Research Unit Coordinator 
Walid Abdel Azim, Legal Unit Coordinator 
Manar Sallam, Administrational Unit Coordinator 
Mohammad Adel, International Relations & Translation Unit Coordinator 
Samah Ahmed, Information & Documentation Unit Coordinator 
Ahmed Khalefa, Lawyer 
Ismail Ibrahim, Lawyer 
Shehata Gom'a, Lawyer 
Mahmoud Sallam, Lawyer 
Nos’hy Zakhary, Lawyer 
Ahmed Mohamed, Lawyer 
Maha Hasan, Researcher 
Heba Gamal, Researcher 
Abdel Fattah Mohamed, Researcher 
Abu Halawa El Tohamy, Researcher 
Al Shaymaa Risq, Translator 
Safa'a Mutwalli, Documenter 
Asma'a Hesein, Documenter 
Mohamed Essa, Office Assistant 
 
The Land Center for Human Rights offers free legal support and can receive all complaints related to farmers, agrarian workers, fishermen, women and 
children’s rights in rural Egypt, and can be reached by contacting: 
 
Land Center for Human Rights 
122 Gala’a st, Ramsis tower, 7th floor, Cairo, Egypt 
Tel/fax: 00202 5750470 / E-mail: lchr@thewayout.net / lchr@lchr-eg.org 
For more information, please visit LCHR’s website at: http://www.lchr-eg.org 


